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Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
Greetings, 

ItΩs May, and Hamvention is almost here!  I hope you 
all can join us.  BARC will have a booth out in the Flea 
Market area.  Look for Booth spots 7662 and 7663 
and our now-familiar cyan BARC 10x10 canopy.  WeΩll 
have chairs and bottled water for BARC members 
and friends, so come on by and share your tales of 
equipment conquests, celebrity sightings, and so on. 

We had a test session recently and many of the Tech-
nician class passed and got their Technician licenses.  
Some took multiple tests and got as high as Extra 
Class.  Good Job!!!  I donΩt have all the details in time 
for this publication, but we will honor you all in the 
June issue.  I hope many of you will make BARC your 
home in the future. 

Not too many articles this month, but we do have 
distractions as summer comes around.  I did write an 
article on how to embed a Raspberry Pi Zero W in-
side my POTA battery box so that I can receive telem-
etry from the Epic PWRgate in the box, as well as re-
program the charging parameters remotely.  Along 
with this article, I received permission to publish 
West Mountain RadioΩs article from a recent news-
letter of theirs on how to properly update the Epic 
PWRgateΩs firmware.  Highly recommended for you 
to perform this update if you have an Epic PWRgate.  
If you donΩt have one, take a look at what they can 
do for you, either in a battery box or as a part of your 
ham station.  ItΩs an elegant way to go off the grid. 

тоΣ wŀȅ IƛǧΣ bу±a· 
BARC President & Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ Editor 

¸ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ .!w/ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ 
Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦΦΦ 

https://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-acqzKb9xi 

mailto:president@bellbrookarc.org
mailto:editor@bellbrookarc.org
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нлнп .!w/ hŶŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
President: Ray Hitt, N8VMX 

Vice President: Jim Totten, WA8HUB 

Secretary: Jim Gifford, N8KET 

Treasurer: John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

Senior Director: Jim Lusk, KC8EFD 

Junior Director:  Bob French, AC8ZU  

 

нлнп /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ 

Clubhouse: Jim Lusk, KC8EFD 

Comm Center: John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

Contesting: Ken Gunton, W8ASA 

Education:  Paul Sharp, WS8R 

Emergency Preparedness: Jim Lusk, KC8EFD  

Field Day: Glenn Rodgers, W8IO 

Full Quieting Editor: Ray Hitt, N8VMX 

Hospitality & Librarian: Natinka Siwecki, KD8NUA 

IT: John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

Lunch Bunch: Jim Totten, WA8HUB 

Net: Paul Sharp, WS8R 

Public Service: Don Parker, KB8PSL 

QSLs: Roger Hoffman, WB9BXT 

Repeater: Russ Roysden, N8NPT 

TechNight: Bob French, AC8ZU 

Webmaster: John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

5ƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ .!w/ /ƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Rooms 1 & 3 Lower Level Sugarcreek Elementary 
School 

51 S. East Street, Bellbrook (One block east & one 
block south from the traffic light in downtown Bell-
brook) 

Enter at South end of building  

.!w/ bŜǘΥ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ у ta [ƻŎŀƭ 

147.045 (+) (118.8 PL enc and dec)   [Alt = 443.675]  

aŜƳōŜǊ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ  
BARC wants to hear from you!   

Whether youΩre a long-time BARC member or a 

brand new one, young or old, please tell us about 

yourself.  Here are some simple guidelines, alt-

hough youΩre free to use whatever format youΩre 

comfortable with.   

This page is all about you.  ItΩs your chance to let 

BARC members to get to know you better. 

HereΩs are a few sample questions to help get you 

started, but you can write whatever you want. 

Please send us some pictures of anything you want 

BARC to see (you, station, antennas, pets, family, 

anything) 

¶ When you were first licensed? 

¶ How did you learn about Ham Radio (HR)? 

¶ Why did you become a Ham? 

¶ What are your current HR interests? 

¶ What are you most passionate about regarding 

HR? 

¶ Tell us about your stations (past, present, and 

future) 

¶ What was the most exciting thing that hap-

pened to you in HR? 

¶ What do you do for a living? 

¶ Would you like to say something about your 

family? 

¶ Do you have other hobbies or interests? 

¶ Any other comments for BARC? 

mailto:president@bellbrookarc.org
mailto:wa8hub.jim@gmail.com
mailto:james.gifford55@gmail.com
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:JLusk@woh.rr.com
mailto:bobf@omegaiq.com
mailto:JLusk@woh.rr.com
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
Mailto:ken@ohiomicrowave.com
mailto:psharp1@woh.rr.com
mailto:jlusk1947@gmail.com
mailto:ghrodgers@icloud.com
mailto:editor@arrl.net
Mailto:KD8NUA@ARRL.net
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:wa8hub.jim@gmail.com
mailto:psharp1@woh.rr.com
mailto:dparker28@att.net
mailto:sooline@sbcglobal.net
mailto:N8NPT@ARRL.net
mailto:bobf@omegaiq.com
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦Ǉ .!w/Κ   

wŀȅ IƛǧΣ bу±a· 

!ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴŜǿǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ƴŜǿ ŜǉǳƛǇπ

ƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀǎΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǇŜǘǎΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƴŜǿǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

!¦·/haa /ƭŀǎǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ Lǎ bƻǿ hǇŜƴ 

An AUXCOMM class will be presented on the three days immediately following Hamvention; that is, 

on May 20, 21, 22.  Prerequisites are FEMA IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800.  

To register for the class send an email to jolene.l.hollingshead.civ@us.navy.mil with the subject line 

"AUXCOMM Registration" and attach the pdf copies of the FEMA IS-100, IS-200, IS-700, IS-800 certifi-

cates. In the body of the email, include the name of the public safety agency that you are most likely 

to support with auxiliary communications, your callsign, and a cell phone number. 

The class will be held in the city of Beavercreek, six miles west of the Hamvention site. 

This class is an affiliated event but is not organized by Hamvention. Do not direct questions to 

Hamvention or DARA. If you have questions, contact Bob Baker N8ADO, Greene County ARES Emer-

gency Coordinator at n8ado@woh.rr.com. 

ϑ9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

!ǊŜŀ wŜǇŜŀǘŜǊǎ /ŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ bуbvI ¢ŀƭƪƎǊƻǳǇ омлррт Cǳƭƭ ¢ƛƳŜ 

There are three additional DMR repeaters in the local area that carry N8NQHΩs talkgroup 310557 per-
manently, at least for now.  Permanent groups are referred to as άstaticέ talkgroups in DMR lingo.  A 
static group can be monitored all the time for any activity at all.  Dynamic talkgroups on the other 
hand, are accessed by άkerchunkingέ the DMR repeater briefly with that talkgroup.  This will activate 
that talkgroup for 15 minutes, then deactivate automatically if you havenΩt transmitted.   

The three repeaters now carrying TG 310557 are in Springfield, Greenville, and Piqua.  Here are the 
parameters to program into your DMR radio to use these repeaters to access talkgroup 310557  and 
the other static talkgroups they have registered with Brandmeister. 

{ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘΣ hI όY/уb¸Iύ tƛǉǳŀΣ hI όbу./aύ DǊŜŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ hI ό²уC[Iύ 
442.5125+ CC1 444.4625+ CC1 443.6875+ CC1 
Static Talk Groups: Static Talk Groups: Static Talk Groups: 
TS 1: 310557 (N8NQH local) TS 1: 3139 (OH) TS 1: 310557 (N8NQH local) 
TS 2: 313915 (KC8NYH local) TS1: 31399 (Ohio-Link-YSF) TS 1: 3139 (OH) 
TS 2: 31394 (SW OH) TS 2: 310557 (N8NQH local) TS 2: 310746 (W8FLH local) 
TS 2: 3139 (OH) TS2: 310870 (N8BCM local) 

mailto:editor@bellbrookarc.org
mailto:jolene.l.hollingshead.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:n8ado@woh.rr.com
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦Ǉ .!w/Κ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

{ǳƎŀǊ aŀǇƭŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ tŀǊŀŘŜτ.!w/ tŀǊŀŘŜ wƻǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ  

The 2024 Bellbrook Sugar Maple parade was {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ нл.  The weather was gorgeous this year, 

which is not guaranteed in Bellbrook!  We had 19 amateur radio operators along the parade route 

which gave us full coverage and let us double up with some newer hams too.  The Sugar Maple Festi-

val parade organizers and police were thankful for our participation.  Thanks to all who turned up! 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦Ǉ .!w/Κ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ммол 5aw bŜǘτaƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ммол!a ƻƴ 5aw ¢ŀƭƪƎǊƻǳǇ омлррт 

If you havenΩt joined us for the 1130 DMR Net, please give it a try! 

The ммол 5aw bŜǘ is a very informal net with rotating net control, currently itΩs been John ²у[wW, 

Ray bу±a·, Jim ²!уI¦., but more are welcome to join in.  The topic is DMR, amateur radio in gen-

eral, what youΩve been up to, or whateverΩs on your mind.  Nets usually run 30 minutes, but can go 

up to an hour if thereΩs lively discussion.  Unlike the other DMR nets where you check in and thatΩs it, 

we go back around and give everyone the floor for as long as they like.  This is a good way to make 

sure your DMR skills are up to par, your audioΩs OK, your hot spot isnΩt flaky, and so on.  And it gives 

you a chance to get to know your amateur radio fellow travelers a little better.  Please join us! 

This talk group is accessible many ways; through your own DMR Wi-Fi hotspot, through Tim Procuni-

ar, N8NQHΩs, East repeater in Bellbrook or West repeater near Carillon Park, or a local Brandmeister 

repeater near you (see map).  Setting up your DMR radio to talk on this talk group is explained quite 

well on TimΩs website.  If you need technical help, please contact W8LRJ, N8NQH, KB8EMD or N8VMX 

for assistance, weΩd be glad to help. 

.!w/ IŀƳǾŜƴǝƻƴ tƭŀƴǎ 

BARC will have their canopy at Flea Market spots 7662 and 7663.  We will have tables to sell items.  
Primary spot holders are Paul (Sushi) Sushereba (WE8Y) and Ray Hitt (N8VMX).  We are ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ȅƻǳ to offer times where you can sit at our spot while we run our own errands.  Even as little as an 
hour would help!  Send e-mail to Ray hittra@gmail.com and Paul  psushereba@gmail.com to tell us 
what times you can assist us. 
 
Since PaulΩs not available Thursday night before Hamvention (May 16th, our General Membership 
meeting), we decided to pick up gear for sale on Thursday, May 9th (one week prior to our General 
Membership meeting).  We will pick up the gear at 7pm on the 9th, but you can leave it in  the Club-
house prior if  needed.  If you have your own items for sale, tell us so, otherwise we will probably 
think it is BARC gear for sale.  Also, tell us an asking price, a minimum price that we can offer without 
approval from you, and also a contact number if someone is offering something lower.  This is our 
usual practice.  Either write it down or e-mail it to us on the 9th. 
 
Also, I need guidance from the club regarding what we are to try and sell in the storeroom, a descrip-
tion, the asking price, and minimum price.  Hopefully we have enough room in PaulΩs truck and my 
car for moving the gear out to Hamvention. 
 
On Thursday, the 16th, we will take the canopy out to the Hamvention Flea Market Area and set it up 
in advance.  We can do this anytime between 7am and 7pm.  This will greatly speed up our set up on 
Friday morning.  Contact Ray hittra@gmail.com if you have a truck/SUV to carry the canopy out to 
the site.  I also need two more volunteers to help, this should only take a few minutes to do. 

https://brandmeister.network/?page=networkmap
https://www.tim-yvonne.com/ham/dmr/
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:tim-yvonne@juno.com
mailto:LLBAKER4330@hotmail.com
mailto:n8vmx@arrl.net
mailto:hittra@gmail.com
mailto:Paul%20Sushereba%20%3cpsushereba@gmail.com%3e
mailto:hittra@gmail.com


 

Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ        May 2024 Page 6                   Back to Table of Contents 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƪŀƳǇΣ ²у[wW:  Once again, some one-time expenses dominated the ledger in 
April including the club liability insurance, a replacement bulb for the projector, and our regular Inter-
net expense.  Hopefully, we will earn some income from our Flea Market booth at Hamvention.  Please 
help out and volunteer to work the booth during Hamvention! 

We continue to be in great financial shape. 

wŜǇŜŀǘŜǊΥ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƪŀƳǇΣ ²у[wW:  We were finally able to workaround our Internet issues at the 
KAS repeater site and now have full Internet access once again.  All of our radio applications including 
EchoLink, Allstar, and Wires-X are back on-line and fully operational. 

A reminder that when using Allstar or Echolink, if the repeater is in constant use and unable to drop the 
carrier, a local user will not be able to send a *73 to disconnect and the connection will remain active 
forever!  I have since taken steps to prevent this, but if it happens to you, please text me at 937-271-
3119 and I can disconnect the node for you.  You can also use the Contact Form on the website to 
reach me. 

FXM´ ºXΥ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƪŀƳǇΣ ²у[wW:  Field Day Planning has begun!  We need lots of help and especial-
ly need some younger people to help with lifting and antenna set up.  It is a lot of fun seeing how things 
go together and breakfast is delicious.  You can sign-up to volunteer for various activities on the web-
site under tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦΦΦCƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ.  There is also a list of Committee Chairpersons and copies of the Plan-
ning Meeting presentations there for your information. 

And donΩt forget about the Member Forum where you can ask questions and make announcements.  
The website has a new section aŜƴǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ!  You can find a list of experts by selecting aŜƴǘƻǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ under the aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ tab.  Send your questions via the /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ page for our Experts! 

$­ªªÄ« NJ◓­« $X«ºX³Υ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƪŀƳǇΣ ²у[wW:  The Rookie Roundup was held on Sunday, April 
21.  The clubhouse was opened and we had 3 rookie operators (amateurs licensed for 3 years or less) 
at the stations along with a couple of mentors.  Band conditions were horrendous, but the rookies 
were able to make several HF phone contacts.  One rookie made their very first contact ever on HF! 

Future plans include updating all the grounding and bonding to move the lightning arrestors outdoors, 
adding some ground rods, and bonding everything together with the electrical service ground.  Stay 
tuned! 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ WƛƳ DƛũƻǊŘΣ Y5у!t¢:  As secretary I took notes at the planning meeting and minutes at the 
general membership meeting. I helped three Sunday nights at the Technician classes. Also, ordered 
speakers, received the order, and placed at the clubhouse for the code oscillator Tech Night class this 
summer. Went to Midwest Surplus in Fairborn with several club members to procure components for 
the oscillators.   

.!w/ bŜǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΥ tŀǳƭ {ƘŀǊǇΣ ²{уw:  Every Sunday at 8:00 PM you can listen to and participate in 
the exciting BARC Net, on 147.045.  For the 5 weeks in April 2024 there were approximately 81 check-
ins lasting 196 exciting and informative minutes.  Topics ranges from Open Mike, Parks on the Air, your 
favorite food, Tech Night, the eclipse and tell us about any exciting contacts you made.  We often have 
non BARC members checking in to enjoy the Net. 

Our faithful Net Controllers are, Larry Darner, KD8RER, Joe Menchaca KE8UUQ, Tink Siwecki KD8NUA, 
Paul Sharp WS8R, and John Westerkamp W8LRJ.  Jim Dean, W8UD, is an alternate. 

Oʛcer, Director, and Coordinator ϥnputs 

mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:james.gifford55@gmail.com
mailto:psharp1@woh.rr.com
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¢Ƙǳ aŀȅ нΣ нлнп 

тǇƳ  tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ aŜŜǝƴƎ .................................................... Where: BARC Clubhouse 

{ǳƴ aŀȅ рΣ нлнп 

уǇƳ  ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ  ............................................... Where: 147.045+ (118.8 Hz tone) 

¢ǳŜ aŀȅ тΣ нлнп 

сΥолǇƳ  th¢! {LD aŜŜǝƴƎ .............................................. Where: BARC Clubhouse 

{ŀǘ aŀȅ ммΣ нлнп 

фŀƳ  CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ  .................................. Where: BARC Clubhouse 

{ǳƴ aŀȅ мнΣ нлнп 

уǇƳ  ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ  ............................................... Where: 147.045+ (118.8 Hz tone) 

¢Ƙǳ aŀȅ мсΣ нлнп 

тǇƳ  aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎ  ............................................ Where: BARC Clubhouse 

CǊƛ aŀȅмт ς {ǳƴ aŀȅ мфΣ нлнп 

!ƭƭ 5ŀȅ  IŀƳǾŜƴǝƻƴ  ....................................... Where: Greene County Fairgrounds 

{ǳƴ aŀȅ мфΣ нлнп 

уǇƳ  ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ  ............................................... Where: 147.045+ (118.8 Hz tone) 

²ŜŘ aŀȅ ннΣ нлнп 

тǇƳ  ¢ŜŎƘ bƛƎƘǘ  ............................................................. Where: BARC Clubhouse 

¢Ƙǳ aŀȅ ноΣ нлнп 

тǇƳ  5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ ϧ aƻǾƛŜ bƛƎƘǘ ............................................ Where: BARC Clubhouse 

{ǳƴ aŀȅ нсΣ нлнп 

уǇƳ  ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ  ............................................... Where: 147.045+ (118.8 Hz tone) 

¢ǳŜ aŀȅ нуΣ нлнп 

ммΥмрŀƳ  [ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ ............................................ Where: Chinese Garden Buffet 

 112 Woodman Drive, Dayton OH 45431 

.!w/ aŀȅ нлнп 9ǾŜƴǘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
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.!w/ aƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ bƛƎƘǘ 

.!w/ aƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ bƛƎƘǘ is in full swing!  Nothing like a little Adventure, a few murders, a cou-

ple big άfishέ and desserts to make for some fun evenings spent with friends.  The Mission Impossible 

movies, with Tom Cruise, never disappoint and aƛǎǎƛƻƴ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΥ 5ŜŀŘ wŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎ tŀǊǘ hƴŜ, com-

ing up May 23rd, will knock your socks off.  We also have ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ (Harrison Ford version), 

CŀǘƘŜǊ DƻƻǎŜ (a fun Classic with Cary Grant) and ¢ƘŜ [ƻǎǘ /ƛǘȅ (fun romantic comedy with Sandra 

Bullock) coming up later in the year.  At our April Movie & Dessert Night we decided to only watch 

¢ƘŜ aŜƎ and postpone (not because weΩre older and wanted to go to bed: we just ran out of pop-

corn and thatΩs our story and weΩre sticking to it) watching ¢ƘŜ aŜƎ LLΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘ until September. 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ нлнп .!w/ aƻǾƛŜ ϧ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ bƛƎƘǘǎΥ 

May 23, 2024 aƛǎǎƛƻƴ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΥ 5ŜŀŘ wŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎ tŀǊǘ hƴŜ 

June 27, 2024 ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ 

July 25, 2024  CŀǘƘŜǊ DƻƻǎŜ 

August 22, 2024 ¢ƘŜ [ƻǎǘ /ƛǘȅ 

September 26, 2024 ¢ƘŜ aŜƎ LLΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘ 

October 24, 2024 

    tŀǎǘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎΥ 

January 25, 2024 ¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ .ŀōȅ {ƛǩƴƎ  

February 22, 2024 aǳǊŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hǊƛŜƴǘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ  

March 28, 2024 tŀǳƭΣ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ (Cancelled due to scheduling conflict) 

April 25, 2024 ¢ƘŜ aŜƎ 

All movie nights are held on the fourth Thursday of each month January through October at 7:00 PM 

in the BARC Clubhouse.  We take November and December off for the holidays.  At each movie night 

we pop up, fresh, BARCΩs famous popcorn! 

WeΩll see you in May at the Movies!  

 

¢ƛƴƪκY5уb¦! 
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Hello my fellow lunch lovers.  May 2024 is here.  And time to renew our 

lunch meetings for this new year.  To recap: Our club meetings are on Thurs-

days.  The Planning meeting is the first Thursday of the month and the Gen-

eral meeting on the Third Thursday.  Our Lunch Schedule is the Second and 

Fourth Tuesday of each month.  If a scheduled Tuesday gets slammed by 

some unforeseen event the lunch is just cancelled.  The invitation messages 

will go out Wednesday or Thursday of the previous week. 

Now, how will the lunches be selected?  Accompanying this information 

page is the same chart in last months FQ listing our current set of restau-

rants.  The May restaurant is highlighted.  I updated all of the dates for 2024. 

This published list is the order we will select each lunch day. You now know 

what the whole order is and know what's coming next. 

April started the TOP of the list.  The top of the list was one of our most favorite restaurants, the 

Cherry House Cafe.  The food was outstanding as usual.  We then ate at another most favorite, Anoth-

er Broken Egg Cafe. 

May is going to be a much different month. May is Hamvention month. The second Tuesday is May 

14, two days before all of the activity surrounding Hamvention starts.  Many of our club members are 

part of the 700+ volunteers running the event.  I have decided to not have lunch on that day (May 14). 

I sent a message to the Lunch Bunch describing this and do not expect an outcry.  That lunch was to 

be at The China Garden Buffet.  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ /Ƙƛƴŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ .ǳũŜǘ ƻƴ aŀȅ нуΣ нлнп. 

ThatΩs a wrap for this month. Happy eating. 

тоΣ WƛƳΣ ²!уI¦. 

[ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ 
WƛƳ ¢ƻǧŜƴΣ ²!уI¦.  

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нуΣ ммΥмрŀƳ 

mailto:wa8hub.jim@gmail.com
mailto:wa8hub.jim@gmail.com
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=Marion%27s+Pizza%2C+Beavercreek%2C+OH&atb=v344-1&ia=web
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5ŀǘŜ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ /ƛǘȅ tƘƻƴŜ bǳƳōŜǊ 

4/9/24 Cherry House Cafe 1241 Meadowbridge Dr. 
Beavercreek, OH 

45434 
(937) 320-6200 

4/23/24 
Another Broken Egg Cafe 

7:00 am to 2:00 pm 
2453 Esquire Dr. 

Beavercreek, OH 

45431 
(937) 912-5074 

рκнуκнп /Ƙƛƴŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ .ǳũŜǘ 
ммн ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴ 5ǊΦ 

!ƛǊǿŀȅ {ƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
5ŀȅǘƻƴΣ hI прпом όфотύ тум-фффф 

6/11/24 
First Watch 

7:00 am to 2:30 pm 

5245 Cornerstone North 

Blvd 

Sugarcreek Township, 

OH 45440 
(937) 732-9013 

6/25/24 Submarine House 3195 Dayton-Xenia Rd. 
Beavercreek, OH 

45434 
(937) 429-8650 

7/9/24 Roosters Wings 
2430 N. Fairfield 

¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǇǇŜǎ ŀǘ C/ 

Beavercreek, OH 

45431 
(937) 702-9500 

7/23/24 Golden Corral Buffet and Grill 2490 Commons Blvd. 
Beavercreek, OH 

45431 
(937) 613-5478 

8/13/24 Yaffa Grill Mediterranean Food 2844 Colonel Glenn Hwy Fairborn, OH 45324 (937) 429-4959 

08/27/24 Chic-Fil-A 
5301 Cornerstone N 

Blvd, 

Sugarcreek Township, 

OH 45440 
(937) 439-1700 

09/10/24 CulpΩs Cafeteria 1000 Carillon Blvd Dayton, OH 45409 
(937) 293-2841 

 

09/24/24 City Barbecue 2001 E. Dorothy Lane Kettering, OH 45420 (937) 200-1006 

10/08/24 MarionΩs Piazza 1320 N Fairfield Rd. 
Beavercreek, OH 

45432 
(937) 429-3393 

10/22/24 Red Robin 
2671 Fairfield Commons 

Blvd. 

Beavercreek, OH 

45431 
(937) 320-9800 

11/12/24 Beavercreek Pizza Dive 4021 Dayton-Xenia Rd. 
Beavercreek, OH 

45432 
(937) 431-8669 

[ǳƴŎƘ .ǳƴŎƘ нлнп [ƛǎǘ 

WƛƳ ¢ƻǧŜƴΣ ²!уI¦. 

mailto:wa8hub.jim@gmail.com
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OfficiallyΧ ARRL Field Day is the single most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada, al-

ways on the 4th weekend of June every year (so mark next yearΩs calendar now!).  The ARRL website states 

Field Day is a picnic, campout, practice for emergencies, an informal contest and fun.  And all this is true, but I 

think itΩs really quite a bit moreΧ 

I think our Field Day each June is the biggest άwork together & play radio togetherέ event of the year!  Without 

doubt it draws the most participation of any event BARC holds over the year, and it seems to be growing in 

numbers every year.  It seems to me that anyone who has been a member of BARC for a year or more looks 

forward to Field Day.  Most with excitement, and some with a little concern since it can be a physically de-

manding weekendΧ but always a fun two days.  For new members it may seem a bit intimidating since you 

may not know what to expect, and for a recent Technician operator you may not have had much (if any) HF 

experience.  I know I was certainly nervous about keying a mic on my first Field Day and was concerned I might 

make a mistake.  But Field Day is not just for the άOld Guardέ thatΩs been involved for years or decades, itΩs for 

everyone.  Field Day is the most inclusive event we participate in each year and is also a fantastic άrecruiting 

toolέ for BARC and Amateur Radio! 

If this is your first Field Day, you should be looking forward to it as this is one of the best ways to enjoy the hob-

by.  You donΩt need to be present for every minute of both days, youΩll find people come and go throughout the 

weekend as theyΩre schedules and family life permit.  And youΩll find that even if your spouse or friends arenΩt 

into amateur radio (yet), itΩs still great fun to enjoy the food and socializing that is such a big part of Field Day.  

If youΩve ever thought of trying POTA but werenΩt sure what is really involved in setting up a portable radio sta-

tion, youΩll get firsthand knowledge of that process at Field Day.  It really is a great opportunity to get on the 

air, trying HF and getting comfortable with the concept of contesting, and having friends there to help you and 

answer questions you might think of once you start making contacts.  Keep in mind that when weΩre operating 

using the BARC call sign (W8DGN), as long as there is a club member present with an Extra license, you can use 

all frequencies applicable to that rating.   

If the is your 3rd (or 30th) Field Day, you already know what to expect.  Great Food, Great Friends, socializing, 

and operating throughout the weekend.  You probably already have your favorite άdutiesέ and know exactly 

what you will be doing and when you like to be at the park.  I know that the Over-Night shifts may not be your 

first thoughtΧ but for some of us that is one of the best times!  I find it relaxing and quiet, and you rarely need 

to άwait your turnέ at a station simply because there arenΩt that many folks there overnight.  I enjoy taking a 

break and chatting with the Bellbrook Police who regularly stop by to visit and make sure weΩre all OK during 

the overnight & daylight hours.  And whenever youΩre there, you will often find yourself talking with people 

outside our usual community, people who have been invited to stop by and see what we do at Field Day, as 

well as people who are just driving by, see us with antennaΩs going off every which way, and are curious 

enough to drop in.  We also find people from other clubs, or unaffiliated folks who come by to check out our 

Field Day because theyΩve seen our posting and location on the ARRL Field Day Locator.  Last year we picked up 

several new members ranging from Extra operators with years of experience to new folks who were interested 

in getting their first license and have since becoming members of a great club.   

Field Day at BARC is truly a Once in a Lifetime experienceΧ that happens Every Year! 

тоΣ DƭŜƴƴ ²Lуh 

Field Day Coordinator 
ϑ9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнп bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƳƛǧŜŘΦ  aȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎϒ 

²Ƙŀǘ L{ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅΚ 

DƭŜƴƴ wƻŘƎŜǊǎΣ ²Lуh 

mailto:ghrodgers@icloud.com
mailto:ghrodgers@icloud.com
mailto:ghrodgers@icloud.com
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Special Event Stations (SES) Newsletter information for May 2024, Paul Sharp, WS8R. 

Here are a 2 links you can follow to find many SES that suit your varied interest.  I may repeat and up-
date some of these links as there are only a few many sites focused on SES.   

http://www.arrl.org/special_events/search/page:2/model:Event. 

https://www.qsl.net/va3rj/spevents_dx.html. 

Here is my pick of the litter of SES that I think will be of interest to my fellow BARC members.  Once 
again, something for everyone!  This month there are SES for: Piggy- Barbecue Cook off, Armed Forces 
Day, Jamestown landing, fishing, trains, Police week, Honoring the Serving Members and Veterans of 
our Armed Forces, Zip Code, and plenty more.  Such a deal, all for the price of yearly dues! 

лрκлоκнлнп μ млǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ WƛƎƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƛƎƎȅ- .ŀǊōŜŎǳŜ /ƻƻƪ ƻũΦ May 3-May 4, 1200Z-2300Z, K4C, 
Concord, NC.  Cabarrus Amateur Radio Society.  7.230 14.310 28.430.  Certificate.  Cabarrus Amateur 
Radio Society, P.O. Box 785, Concord, NC 28026.  www.facebook.com/cabarrusars/ or 
www.cabarrusars.org . 

лрκлпκнлнп μ .ƭƛƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ aŎ¢Ŝƭƭ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦ  May 4, 0900Z-1600Z, W4M, Statesboro, GA. 
STARS/SARA.  7.250.  Certificate & QSL.  Douglas Hess, 108 Greenwood Ave , Statesboro, GA 30461.  
Will be Phone only on HF bands.  Will self-spot on Dx Summit.  Check club webpage or QRZ page for 
QSL card/certificate info and for history on Blind Willie McTell and his song he wrote "Statesboro 
Blues" that put the Allman Brothers on the map and Statesboro for that matter.  www.qrz.com/db/
W4M or https://statesboroamateurr.wixsite.com/home . 

лрκмлκнлнп μ DƻƭŘŜƴ {ǇƛƪŜ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦ  May 10-May 11, 1500Z-2300Z, W7G, Corinne, UT.  Ogden 
Amateur Radio Club (OARC) - W7SU.  14.255 7.235 14.040 7.040.  QSL.  Ogden Amateur Radio Club, - 
W7SU, PO Box 3353, Ogden, UT 84409.  Commemorating the anniversary of the 1869 Driving of the 
Golden Spike completing the Transcontinental Railroad at Promontory Summit, Utah.  Golden Spike 
National Historical Park.  www.ogdenarc.org, www.nps.gov/gosp/index.htm, or w7g.org  

лрκммκнлнп μ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ 5ŀȅΦ  May 11, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA.  USS 
Midway Museum Ship.  7.250 14.320 14.070 PSK31 DSTAR on Papa system repeaters.  QSL.  USS Mid-
way Museum Ship COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101.  www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw  

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ 
tŀǳƭ {ƘŀǊǇΣ ²{уw  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

http://www.arrl.org/special_events/search/page:2/model:Event
https://www.qsl.net/va3rj/spevents_dx.html
http://www.cabarrusars.org
https://statesboroamateurr.wixsite.com/home
http://w7g.org
http://www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw
mailto:psharp1@woh.rr.com
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лрκммκнлнп μ WŀƳŜǎǘƻǿƴ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ 9ǾŜƴǘΦ  May 11, 1400Z-2000Z, K4RC, Williamsburg, VA.  Wil-
liamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club.  7.265 14.265.  Certificate & QSL.  QSL Manager, WAARC, PO Box 
1470, Williamsburg, VA 23187.  Celebrating the 417th anniversary of the founding of the first perma-
nent English settlement in North America on Jamestown Island in Virginia in May 1607.  FOR CERTIFI-
CATE: The Virginia Historic Triangle Certificate is available for contacting the Jamestown, Williams-
burg, and Yorktown Special Event Stations.  You donΩt need to contact these stations in the same cal-
endar year.  For a Certificate send QSO info from the three stations to qslmgr@k4rc.net.  https://
www.k4rc.net/events/special-event-stations  

лрκммκнлнп μ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ hǇŜƴŜǊΦ  May 11, 1400Z-2000Z, N0F, Anoka, MN.  Anoka County Ra-
dio Club.  7,255 ssb 14,255 ssb 7.056 ft8 14.091 ft8.  QSL.  Anoka County Radio Club, PO Box 982, 
Anoka, MN 55303.  Instead of catching fish we will be at Ham Lake Park in Ham Lake,MN making con-
tacts and enjoying spring.  We will also send out gsl cards. anokaradio.org  

лрκммκнлнп μ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ 5ŀȅΦ  May 11, 1400Z-1930Z, W4LX, Fort Myers, FL.  Fort Myers ARC.  
14.050 14.240 14.070 7.240.  Certificate & QSL.  FMARC W4LX, PO BOX 061183, FORT MYERS, FL 
33906-1183.  CW, PSK31, SSB SASE for QSL/Cert Info on website. fmarc.net.  

лрκмнκнлнп μ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜ ²ŜŜƪ - ¢ƻ IƻƴƻǊ hǳǊ CŀƭƭŜƴ IŜǊƻǎΦ  May 12-May 18, 0001Z-2359Z, 
K3FBI/0-9, Fredericksburg, VA.  FBI Amateur Radio Association.  14.275 7.060.  Certificate.  Jay Cham-
berlain - NS4J, 27 Fox Run Ln, Fredericksburg, VA 22405-3303.  To honor all Law Enforcement mem-
bers who have died in the line of duty.  All bands and all modes.  Multiple stations from around the 
U.S.  Downloadable PDF certificate by the end of June at QRZ, https://www.qrz.com/db/K3FBI 
k3fbi@arrl.net . 

лрκмнκнлнп μ tƻƭƛŎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ²ŜŜƪΦ  May 12-May 18, 0000Z-0000Z, N4P, Gainesville, FL. W.  Travis 
Loften High School Amateur Radio Club - K4WTL.  14.335.  Certificate.  Robert Lightner, 3435 NW 34th 
Terrace, Gainesville, FL 32605.  www.qrz.com/db/k4wtl. 

лрκмсκнлнп μ IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎΦ  May 16, 1500Z-
2000Z, KA4TAL, Conway, SC.  Horry Post 111 The American legion Amateur Radio Club.  14.255 7.264 
14.275 7.185.  Certificate.  The American Legion Amateur Radio Club, 3003 Highway 701 North, Con-
way, SC 29526.  E-Certificate.  Email: talarc.ka4tal@gmail.com  talarc.ka4tal@gmail.com.   

лрκмуκнлнп μ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŀǊƛǝƳŜ 5ŀȅΦ  May 18, 1300Z-2100Z, K3S, Baltimore, MD.  Nuclear Ship Sa-
vannah ARC.  7.1 14.1 21.1 28.1.  QSL.  K3LU, 980 PATUXENT ROAD, Odenton, MD 21113.  Single 
transmitter SSB and CW aboard N/S Savannah.  Please check spotting networks for frequencies.  Info 
on QRZ.com www.qrz.com/db/k3s.   

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

https://www.k4rc.net/events/special-event-stations
https://www.k4rc.net/events/special-event-stations
http://anokaradio.org
http://fmarc.net
mailto:
http://www.qrz.com/db/k4wtl
mailto:
http://www.qrz.com/db/k3s
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лрκмфκнлнп μ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9a{ ²ŜŜƪΦ  May 19-May 25, 0000Z-0000Z, N4E, Gainesville, FL.  W.T. Loften 
High School Amateur Radio Club.  14.335.  QSL.  W.T. Loften High School ARC, 3000 East University 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32641.  www.qrz.com/db/k4wtl . 

лрκнмκнлнп μ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ 5ŀȅΦ  May 21, 1500Z-1800Z, WE4NC, Heathsville, VA.  Northum-
berland County VA Communicators.  7.078 JS8CALL; 7.074 FT-8; 14.250 SSB .  QSL.  WE4NC SPECIAL 
EVENT, 2705 Northumberland Hwy, Lottsburg, VA 22511.  ALL DIGITAL FROM 15:30 UTC -19:30 UTC 
SSB ON 20 METERS 1930 UTC 2030 UTC.  

лрκнпκнлнп μ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴϥǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ {ǘŀǝƻƴΦ  May 24-May 25, 2200Z-2200Z, 
K9V, Columbia City, IN.  Whitley County Amateur Radio Club.  7.243 14.243 21.343 28.343; FT8 on all 
frequencies (10M thru 80M).. QSL. WC9AR - K9V, P.O. Box 652, Columbia City, IN 46725. 
www,wcarc.org.  

лрκнсκнлнп μ ¢ƘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΣ 5ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ŜŀǊ .ŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳŜ ŀǎ hǳǊ ½Lt /ƻŘŜΦ  May 26, 
1200Z-2358Z, W0FUN, Denmark, IA. Iowa Radiosport Society.  7.054 7.235 10.121 14.235.  QSL.  Iowa 
Radiosport Society, W0FUN, P.O. Box 73, Denmark, IA 52624.  

лрκнтκнлнп μ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅΦ  May 27, 1800Z-2100Z, N3TAL, Lanham, MD.  American Legion Post 275 
Amateur Radio Team.  7.275 MHz (+/-) LSB.  QSL.  American Legion Post 275 Amateur Radio Team, 
8201 Martin Luther King Jr Hwy, Lanham, MD 20706.  N3TAL275@gmail.com or www.qrz.com/db/
n3tal.  

лрκомκнлнп μ прǘƘ Iŀƴƪ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ {Ǌ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ  May 31-Jun 1, 1500Z-2359Z, W4H, Georgiana, AL. Jim 
Bell Wireless Association. 14250 SSB 7180 SSB 14074 FT8 7074 FT8.  QSL.  JBWA - W4H, 274 W Petti-
bone Rd, Georgiana, AL 36033.  The festival celebrates the legendary Hank Williams Sr career with live 
entertainment and vendors.  The special event station will be at Watson Park across from the festival 
grounds.  Send a SASE for QSL.  For additional information: hank@k4tns.com https://www.k4tns.com/
hank.  

лсκлмκнлнп μ !ǳŘƛŜ aǳǊǇƘȅΦ  Jun 1, 1400Z-2000Z, W2A, Christiansburg, VA.  New River Valley Ama-
teur Radio Club.  14.240.  QSL.  Danny Wylam, 710 McDaniel Dr., Christiansburg, VA 24073-3848. 
Commemorating Audie Murphy, America's most decorated soldier from WW2 dannyw-
ylam@gmail.com.  

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

http://www.qrz.com/db/k4wtl
http://www,wcarc.org
http://www.qrz.com/db/n3tal
http://www.qrz.com/db/n3tal
https://www.k4tns.com/hank
https://www.k4tns.com/hank
mailto:
mailto:
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ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

I built a 50-Ah POTA battery box last year and wrote about it in the July 
2023 Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ Newsletter pgs 16-19.  It contains an embedded Epic 
PWRgate as the solar charge control that also feeds the load (i.e. radio) 
from the power supply with automatic cutover to battery when the power 
supply is turned off or missing.  The PWRgate is easy to plug in and use 
straightaway, but by doing so youΩre missing out on some features. 

A feature that I experimented with and found useful is to monitor the 
PWRgateΩs status through its USB serial port.  Connecting a microUSB cable 
to the PWRgate and a laptop lets you monitor some telemetry such as 
battery voltage, solar panel voltage, power supply voltage, charge current, 
temperature (with the optional temperature probe), and more.  Beyond 
that, you can interactively change all the default charging parameters, the type of battery youΩre con-
nected to, and so on.  This is all explained in the Epic PWRgate user manual. 

After experimenting for awhile, I decided that this feature was useful enough to bring along a Rasp-
berry Pi to monitor status when operating POTA.  I started out using a Raspberry Pi 2 to do this, but 
recently purchased a Raspberry Pi Zero W and saw that it was small enough to permanently mount 
inside the battery box and provide the telemetry over Wi-Fi to my POTA laptop or tablet.  This is nice 
because it keeps the extra wiring tucked inside the battery box. 

The Pi Zero W is quite small, and has speed somewhere between the original Raspberry Pi Model A 
and the Raspberry Pi2 Model B.  ThereΩs a Pi Zero 2W now that is even faster, but not needed for this 
application.  The Pi Zero W will consume less current (under 200 mA) and present less of a drain to 
the battery than the Pi Zero 2W. 

I found an inexpensive plastic case for the Pi Zero W shown here 
(right).  I also got a microUSB to microUSB cable to directly con-
nect the PWR Gate to the Pi Zero W.  The two microUSB connect-
ors on the Pi Zero W are side-by-side, with the power provided 
through the connector on the right side (outer edge), and the USB  
(linux /dev/ttyACM0) port to the left (inner).  DonΩt ever apply 
power to the left (inner) USB port! 

To power the Pi Zero W, I could have run the USB 
cable around and plugged into one of the USB con-
nectors on the top, however that would be messy.  
Instead, I connected a 12-30VDC buck converter 
(left) directly to the 12VDC bus inside the battery 
compartment.  The buck converter converts the 12-
14VDC to 5.1VDC at up to 5 amps to properly pow-
er the Pi Zero W.  

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ 
wŀȅ IƛǘǘΣ bу±a·   

https://bellbrookarc.org/newsletter/Full_Quieting_July2023.pdf
https://bellbrookarc.org/newsletter/Full_Quieting_July2023.pdf
https://www.westmountainradio.com/product_info.php?products_id=epic-pwrgate
https://www.westmountainradio.com/product_info.php?products_id=epic-pwrgate
https://www.westmountainradio.com/pdf/epic-pwrgate-manual.pdf
mailto:n8vmx@bellbrookarc.org
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Here (right) is the buck converter and Pi Zero W connected 
together before mounting in the battery compartment.  The 
unused USB port in this photo will later be connected to the 
USB port on the Epic PWRgate. 

Here's a picture (below) of the battery box with the top 
opened.  You can see itΩs quite busy there.  This is because of 
all the fuses required to protect everything.  The terminal 
block on the right side is the Epic PWRgate output — either 
the battery or power supply (red), typically 12-14 VDC, plus 
all the ground connections (black).  I mounted the Pi Zero W 
to the right of the terminal block and the buck converter just below it.  The buck converter gets its 
input voltage from the terminal block, protected by a 5A fuse. 

Here (right) is a zoomed in view.  I used Velcro 
to mount the buck converter and Pi Zero W.  
One item I decided to add to the project was a 
power switch, included with my Pi Zero case 
kit.  This way, after I finish measuring data from 
the PWRgate, I can gracefully shutdown the Pi 
Zero W from the SSH terminal session, then 
power it off inside the battery box so that it 
wonΩt drain the battery when IΩm not actively 
using it.  The buck converter is always powered 
unless I cut off the power from the switches on 
the top of the battery box.  This disconnects 
the entire terminal block from the PWRgate 
and removes the battery drain except for the 
50A power relay coil. 

Fuse 
+12 to +14.6 Ground 

Power 
Switch 

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƛ ½ŜǊƻ ² 

The Pi Zero needs a microSD card built up so that it can boot.  I used a 16 GB card, but anything 8 GB 
and up will work.  The process I use is the Raspberry Pi Imager, which I have described in previous ar-
ticles.  Since the Pi Zero W will not have a keyboard, mouse, or screen attached, I needed to install the 
version of Raspberry Pi software that is strictly console (text) based, ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǳǇ 
ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ.  You can find this under άRaspberry Pi OS (other),έ then άRaspberry Pi OS (Legacy, 
32-bit) LiteέΣ άA port of Debian Bullseye with security updates and no desktop environment.έ  Initially, 
I just chose the recommended option (containing the Desktop environment), and it would not reliably 
boot up.  Plus, it was bogged down with extra software that you will never use.  This console-based 
OS is much leaner and will boot up every time. 

When you are prompted to apply OS customization settings, άEdit Settings,έ then fill out the contents 
of the General Tab, and Enable SSH on the Services Tab. 

Once you make these changes, click OK to build the microSD card.  Once itΩs done, take it out and put 
it into the Pi Zero W.  You should be able to mount it in the battery box and log in remotely, but I opt-
ed to connect a keyboard and HDMI monitor directly to the Pi Zero the first time I powered it up.  This 
way, I can watch it boot up on the screen and log in the first time and perform system updates and 

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 
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install the additional software needed.  After I know itΩs working well, thatΩs when I mount it in the 
battery box. 

!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻƊǿŀǊŜ wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ - ƳƛƴƛŎƻƳ 

There is one piece of software needed to monitor the PWRgate output, called ƳƛƴƛŎƻƳΦ  This program 
is a simple terminal monitor and will display the PWRgateΩs serial port output on the terminal screen 
once configured. 

So, install minicom by typing this:    

After it gets installed, configure it by typing this:  

ThereΩs not much to change, except for the Serial Device and bits per second (bps).  So, under άSerial 
Port SetupέΣ select ά! ς {ŜǊƛŀƭ 5ŜǾƛŎŜέ and set it to κŘŜǾκǧȅ!/aл.  Under ά9 ς .ǇǎκtŀǊκ.ƛǘǎέ, set it to 
ммрнлл уbм.  To exit the configuration, hit CTRL-A (^A), then X to exit.  To normally run minicom from 
this point on, type ƳƛƴƛŎƻƳ.   You may initially see a scrambled mess on the screen, but if you hit Ŝƴπ
ǘŜǊ a few times, you will see this: 

This updates every second and continues 
to scroll.  It is showing the PWRgate is in 
MPPT (max power point tracking) mode, 
the power supply is off, the LiFePO4 
battery is at 13.53V, being charged with 
6.4A of current, while the solar panel is at 
14.41V.  ItΩs been charging for 242 
minutes, the temperature is 62° F.  The 
rest of the information at the end of each 
line is not defined in the manual or any-
where else I could find! 

 

 

/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƎŜ tŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ 

The PWRgate is capable of charging a wide variety of batteries.  Normally, the type of battery can be 
changed through a pair of jumpers accessed by removing the top cover.  The exact procedure is in the 
manual, and I wonΩt be covering it here.  You can move the jumpers to just cover one pin each, and 
use the Epic PWRgate serial port to reprogram the type of battery, the maximum current, and so on.  
The USB-programmed settings will take precedence over the jumpers when they are disconnect in 
this way. 

sudo apt install minicom  

sudo minicom - s 

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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To change the parameters, once the terminal is up and displaying the telemetry displayed on the pre-
vious page, hit { to setup the Epic PWRgate.  YouΩll be presented with the following choices: 

Here (above) I selected a LiFePO4 battery, then reset to default values so you can see what they are.  
These are all defined in the PWRgate manual on page 9.  The changes I made to these defaults are the 
max charge current, and the min supply voltage.  I set the max charge current to just under 10A, the 
max output of the PWRgate.  Normally you charge LiFePO4 batteries at 20% of their capacity, and I 
have a 50-Ah battery here, so 10A charging current would be appropriate.  I then set the min charge 
voltage to 14V.  This is because I have a 13.8 VDC power supply in line to run devices when the sun is 
down.  I donΩt want to charge the battery off this supply to avoid overtaxing the power supply, so I set 
the charge voltage to a value the power supply should never reach.  The battery will resume charging 
the next day when the solar panel voltage is above 14V (it is nominally 22-23VDC in direct sun).  If you 
have a sufficient power supply and want to charge the battery off it when solar is unavailable, you set 
the min charge voltage to 13V instead of 14 V. 

Once you hit the final 9ƴǘŜǊ, the telemetry will restart, and you can observe the charging process.  
One last thing – if you want to save a capture log of the charging process to move over to your com-
puter and analyze further, you can do so by starting minicom this way: 

ThatΩs enough for now.  IΩll leave it to you to research the precise parameters your battery requires 
for charging, or perhaps it would make a good topic for another time.  Meanwhile, checking your 
batteryΩs specifications on the manufacturerΩs website would be a good place to start. 

тоΣ wŀȅ bу±a· 

minicom - C ~/filename.log  

aƻƴƛǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

mailto:n8vmx@bellbrookarc.org
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ϑCǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊϒ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ²Ŝǎǘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ wŀŘƛƻ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǝƴƎ ǳǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 

Periodically we release new versions of Epic PWRgate firmware and it is important to keep your de-
vice up-to-date to take advantage of the improvements we make.  You can update the firmware at 
home with a Windows PC and the USB micro cable supplied with your Epic.  The USB micro cable can 
also be used to program various parameters into the Epic if you need to fine tune for your particular 
application. 

¦ǇŘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ 

Updating the firmware is relatively easy, but please read this section entirely before starting to famil-
iarize yourself with the procedure. 

wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 

¶ A computer running a recent version of Windows.  Preferably Windows 10 or 11, but the proce-
dure should work for older versions too.  A Windows VM could also be used if USB support is ena-
bled and the HID/PID of the Epic is passed through to the VM. 

¶ A fully connected USB micro cable.  A Ψphone chargerΩ USB cable may not have data lines connect-
ed so if possible use the USB micro cable which came with your Epic.  A DC supply or fully charged 
battery. 

wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ {ƻƊǿŀǊŜ 

¶ The latest WMR Diagnostic Program 

¶ The latest Epic firmware installer 

tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ όŬǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎύ 

1.  Remove all cables from the Epic PWRgate before starting. 

2.  Download and install the latest WMR Diagnostic Software from https://
www.westmountainradio.com/exe/setup_wmrdiagnostics.exe  You may get a warning from Windows 
Defender SmartScreen regarding a potential risk.  This just means that the program isnΩt commonly 
downloaded but all software from WMR is free of malware, adware and viruses.  Click on the άMore 
Infoέ link and choose άRun Anywayέ from the next screen. 

9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ 
{Ƙƻƭǘƻ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ Yт¢aD   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

https://www.westmountainradio.com/pdf/Quarter-1-2023.pdf
https://www.westmountainradio.com/exe/setup_wmrdiagnostics.exe
https://www.westmountainradio.com/exe/setup_wmrdiagnostics.exe
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3.  Download and install the latest Epic firmware from https://www.westmountainradio.com/
exe/setup_epic_firmware.exe  You may get a warning from Windows Defender SmartScreen regard-
ing a potential risk.  This just means that the program isnΩt commonly downloaded but all software 
from WMR is free of malware, adware and viruses.  Click on the άMore Infoέ link and choose άRun An-
ywayέ from the next screen. 

4.  Connect the USB micro cable from the Epic PWRgate to a free USB port on your PC. 

5.  Connect DC power to the Power Supply terminal.  The Battery terminal can be used instead if 
necessary. 

tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ όǳǇŘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊƳǿŀǊŜύ 

The West Mountain Diagnostic software normally starts 
automatically with Windows and minimizes itself to the 
Windows System Tray (figure 1).  Click the System Tray 
up arrow then click on the little red antenna icon which 
should open the main diagnostic window in the fore-
ground. 

 

 
Examine the display and ensure you see the Epic PWRgate device and a corresponding 
COM port number (figure 2). 

t²wƎŀǘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 

https://www.westmountainradio.com/exe/setup_epic_firmware.exe
https://www.westmountainradio.com/exe/setup_epic_firmware.exe
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If you do not see a COM port showing for the Epic PWRgate then first try clicking on the έRefreshέ 
button.  If that fails to show the device then suspect you may be using a USB micro cable that does 
not have the data lines connected. 

Locate the USB cable which came with the Epic and continue the procedure using this cable instead. 

1.  Using the mouse, right-click over the COM port number 
and choose the menu option άUpdate Firmwareέ (figure 3).  

2.  You should see an 
information Window telling 
you to power off the Epic 
device and the procedure to 
enter software update 
mode (figure 4). 

3.  Remove the DC power from the Epic. 

4.  Hold down the Suspend button on the Epic. 

5.  While still holding down the Suspend button, reconnect DC power to the Power Supply or 
Battery terminal. 

6.  Release the Suspend button. 

7.  Click on OK in the information window to continue.  You should see the USB Loader window 
appear on the screen (figure 5).  The current version of firmware loaded on your Epic is shown and 
below that, the new version of the firmware to replace it.  If for some reason you do not see your Epic 
you can try the άScan for deviceέ button.  If that still fails to show your Epic then you may have made 
a misstep in the updating procedure.  Try starting the whole procedure again. 

8.  Click on άUpdate F/Wέ and you should see an update win-
dow similar to figure 6 with a green progress bar.  This normally on-
ly takes a few seconds to complete. 

t²wƎŀǘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о CƛƎǳǊŜ п 

CƛƎǳǊŜ р 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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9.  When the update has finished you will get a message on the screen that the update is com-
plete (figure 7).  Click on OK. 

10. To check the firmware was successfully updated, click the refresh button in the West Moun-
tain Radio diagnostic program and the current version of the Epic will be displayed (figure 8).  

11. Remove the DC power from the Epic. 

12. Remove the USB micro cable from the Epic PWRgate if you wish.  Leave it connected if you 
plan to access the programming feature or normally have it connected to the computer. 

13. You have successfully updated your Epic PWRgate and you can now restore DC power, battery, 
load & solar panel connections as before. 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛŎ t²wƎŀǘŜ 

For fine tuning the Epic PWRgate you can use the serial-based programming interface.  This is an en-
tirely optional step and doesnΩt need to be done in most situations.  Programming is done via a serial 
terminal program such as PuTTY, Tera Term or the one provided in the WMR Diagnostic Software.  

For changes to survive power-cycling of the Epic PWRgate, both internal hardware jumpers (battery, 
charge rate) should be removed before programming. We suggest hanging the jumpers on a single pin 
to prevent losing them as shown in figure 9. 

t²wƎŀǘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ т 

CƛƎǳǊŜ у 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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Connect the USB micro cable to the Epic PWRgate and your computer (if not already connected) and 
launch the West Mountain Radio diagnostic software as before (figure 1). 

To use the serial terminal in the West Mountain Diagnostic program, right
-click over the Epic PWRgate COM port and choose άTestέ (Figure 10). 

This will open the serial terminal and you should start to see a display sim-
ilar to figure 11.  The information line will be updated every second. 

To start programming press the S key on your keyboard and the display will show a series of parame-
ters and prompts one line at a time.  The values shown in < > are default values and pressing Enter on 
your keyboard will select it and move on to the next parameter.  All the current programming param-
eters are shown in figure 12. 

Refer to the Epic PWRgate manual 
for details of the parameters 
shown here. 

When finished programming, 
close this window and remove the 
USB cable from the Epic PWRgate 
and computer if desired. 

t²wƎŀǘŜ CƛǊƳǿŀǊŜ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ ф 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мл 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мм 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мн 
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https://hamvention.org/ 

Answers to Amateur Radio Test Questions on pages 26-28 

¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ 9ȄǘǊŀ 

T1A11 (B) [97.101 (d)] G3A14 (B) E0A04 (C) 

T8D05 (A) G4C02 (C) E3A01 (D) 

T0B01 (C) G1D05 (A) [97.7] E6D09 (C) 

T4A07 (C) G4D02 (B) E2E02 (A) 

https://hamvention.org/
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In honor of our Amateur Radio Training classes, here are some questions pulled from the Technician, Gen-
eral, and Extra question pools.  Try to answer them and see how you did.  !ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нрΦ 

¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ 

¢м!мм ώфтΦмлм όŘύϐ 

When is willful interference to other amateur radio stations permitted? 

A. To stop another amateur station that is breaking the FCC rules 

B. At no time  

C. When making short test transmissions 

D. At any time, stations in the Amateur Radio Service are not protected from willful interference to your CQ 
call seems too high or low? 

¢у5лр 

Which of the following is an application of APRS? 

A. Providing real-time tactical digital communications in conjunction with a map showing the locations of sta-
tions 

B. Showing automatically the number of packets transmitted via PACTOR during a specific time interval 

C. Providing voice over internet connection between repeaters 

D. Providing information on the number of stations signed into a repeater 

¢л.лм 

Which of the following is good practice when installing ground wires on a tower for lightning protection? 

A. Put a drip loop in the ground connection to prevent water damage to the ground system 

B. Make sure all ground wire bends are right angles 

C. Ensure that connections are short and direct 

D. All these choices are correct 

¢п!лт 

Which of the following connections is made between a computer and a transceiver to use computer software 
when operating digital modes? 

A. Computer άline outέ to transceiver push-to-talk 

B. Computer άline inέ to transceiver push-to-talk 

C. Computer άline inέ to transceiver speaker connector 

D. Computer άline outέ to transceiver speaker connector 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢Ŝǎǘ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

Dо!мп 

How is long distance radio communication usually affected by the charged particles that reach Earth 
from solar coronal holes? 

A. HF communication is improved 

B. HF communication is disturbed 

C. VHF/UHF ducting is improved 

D. VHF/UHF ducting is disturbed 

Dп/лн 

Which of the following could be a cause of interference covering a wide range of frequencies? 

A. Not using a balun or line isolator to feed balanced antennas 

B. Lack of rectification of the transmitterΩs signal in power conductors 

C. Arcing at a poor electrical connection 

D. Using a balun to feed an unbalanced antenna 

Dм5лр ώфтΦтϐ 

When operating a US station by remote control from outside the country, what license is required 
of the control operator? 

A. A US operator/primary station license 

B. Only an appropriate US operator/primary license and a special remote station permit from the 
FCC 

C. Only a license from the foreign country, as long as the call sign includes identification of portable 
operation in the US 

D. A license from the foreign country and a special remote station permit from the FCC 

Dп5лн 

How does a speech processor affect a single sideband phone signal? 

A. It increases peak power 

B. It increases average power 

C. It reduces harmonic distortion 

D. It reduces intermodulation distortion 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢Ŝǎǘ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ 9ȄǘǊŀ 

9л!лп 

When evaluating a site with multiple transmitters operating at the same time, the operators and 
licensees of which transmitters are responsible for mitigating over-exposure situations? 

A. Only the most powerful transmitter 

B. Only commercial transmitters 

C. Each transmitter that produces 5 percent or more of its MPE limit in areas where the total MPE 
limit is exceeded 

D. Each transmitter operating with a duty cycle greater than 50 percent 

9о!лм 

What is the approximate maximum separation measured along the surface of the Earth between 
two stations communicating by EME? 

A. 500 miles, if the moon is at perigee 

B. 2000 miles, if the moon is at apogee 

C. 5000 miles, if the moon is at perigee 

D. 12,000 miles, if the moon is visible by both stations 

9с5лф 

What devices are commonly used as VHF and UHF parasitic suppressors at the input and output ter-
minals of a transistor HF amplifier? 

A. Electrolytic capacitors 

B. Butterworth filters 

C. Ferrite beads 

D. Steel-core toroids 

9н9лн ό!ύ 

What do the letters FEC mean as they relate to digital operation? 

A. Forward Error Correction 

B. First Error Correction 

C. Fatal Error Correction 

D. Final Error Correction 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢Ŝǎǘ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘȅƭŜ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ welcomes articles from BARC members on any ham radio subject that is relevant to BARC.  Our 
focus is our BARC members.  We will not reprint items or articles that are easily available by other means (web, 
magazines, etc.). 

Most articles will be άhow toέ or άwhat I didέ articles that focus on technical or operational subjects such as a 
construction (antennas, equipment, stations, etc.), the use of hardware or software, operating in unique/
challenging circumstances, or a memoir.  

Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ will also consider an occasional article on policy issues regarding the various national licensing/
regulatory agencies and/or amateur radio associations so long as the article is relevant to BARC members and 
constructive in tone and recommendations.   

Although all Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ articles represent the experiences and points-of-view of their authors and not BARC, 
articles that focus on policy issues will be specifically labeled as a reflection of the authorΩs opinion. 

Regardless of subject, when you submit an article you acknowledge that you are the original author or creator 
and you grant publication rights to BARC.  Anything you submit remains your property and you may have it 
published elsewhere without the need for permission from Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ. 

{ǘȅƭŜ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ 

Language: English is the official language of Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ and all articles should be submitted in English.  DonΩt 
be concerned if English is not your first language: just tell your story in your own voice and use translating tools 
such as Google Translate to help if necessary.   

File format: Submit your article as a Word, Word Perfect, OpenOffice or text file attachment to an email.  A 
shared document available for download (such as a Google Doc) is also okay.  5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ 
t5C ŬƭŜ.   

Pictures and other graphics: Do not embed pictures or tables in the article. Please submit as an email attach-
ment or a shared image available for download.  Please reduce the file size of the images before you send them 
to Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ. Large files can be attached to a series of emails.  Keep file size in mind regarding publication 
quality: for example, a half page image in the final PDF version of Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ should be at least 400 pixels 
wide.  If a photograph or graphic was taken or created by someone else, you should have their permission to 
use it and the permission of anyone identifiable in the imageΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ 
Ŏƛǘŀǝƻƴ ό¦w[ύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎΦ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘȅƭŜ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ Cǳƭƭ vǳƛŜǝƴƎ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜύ 

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ 

¶ We are hams, not Hams, and our hobby is ham radio  This is a change to our original format 

¶ The name of our organization is: Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club or BARC 

¶ The code we use is Morse (capitalize the M) 

¶ We use Yagi antennas (capitalize the Y) 

¶ Q codes should be capitalized: QRM, QSB QSY 

¶ The plural of QSO is QSOs, not QSOΩs 

¶ Modes should be capitalized: CW, SSB, FT8, RTTY 

¶ Bands are written as 10 m, 15 m etc. 

¶ The abbreviation for a Silent Key is SK. 

¶ You might have had an Elmer, not an elmer 

Bruce N7RR has provided a two-page check list of common International System of Units (SI) formats and ab-
breviations.   

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǩƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴǎΥ 

¶ Set all borders to 1 inch.  The preferred font is Calibri, 12 point. 

¶ Do not use tabs or spaces at the beginning of a paragraph 

¶ Use only a single paragraph or carriage return at the end of each paragraph 

¶ To enhance readability, use two spaces after the period at the end of a sentence. 

https://cwops.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SI-Check-List.pdf
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aƛǎŎ .!w/ LƴŦƻ 

w9D¦[!w[¸ {/I95¦[95 b9¢{ 

5ŀƛƭȅ ό{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅύ 1030, 1615 and 1845 
Ohio Single Sideband Net (OSSBN) Primary: 3972.5 KHz LSB 
Alternates: 3968 & 7272 KHz LSB 

²ŜŜƪŘŀȅǎ όaƻƴ-CǊƛύ 1130 DMR Net Brandmeister Talk 
group 310557.  Accessible via hotspot, 444.875 (+) CC13 
TS2(Dayton East), 444.4375 (+) CC11 TS2 (Dayton West) 

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 1900 Newcomers & Elmers Net (Cincinnati) 
146.670 (-) (123.0 PL)  

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 2000 .!w/ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ мптΦлпр όҌύ όммуΦу t[ύ  
ώ!ƭǘ ппоΦстр όҌύ όммуΦу t[ύϐ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 2100 Miami Co. Voice & Data Net (Data Net fol-
lows Voice Net) 145.230 (-) (no PL) 

²ƛƴƭƛƴƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ GCARES Winlink Net Any time on Tues-
days Eastern Time Send To: W8LRJ, Cc: KE8FMJ W8GCA-10 
445.010 (S), W6CDR-10 145.010 (S) 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 1900 Dayton Veterans Admin Amateur Radio 
Club Net (W8DVA) 443.850 + 107.2 pl 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 1915 Ohio ARES HF Net W8SGT Net Control at 
OEMA HQ Primary: 3902 KHz LSB (+/- QRM) Alternate: 
7240 KHz LSB (+/- QRM) 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 1945 Ohio Digital Emergency Net Primary: 3584.5 
KHz USB (1500 WF) Alternate: 7072 KHz USB  

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 2000 MoCoARES Weekly Net 146.640 (-) (123.0 
Hz PL) (Except—No Net on last Tuesday of even months 
(MoCoARES meeting) (Except—On 2nd Tuesday: Voice and 
Data Net on 444.250 (+) (123.0 PL) 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 2030 Greene County DMR Net Primary: 444.875+, 
Color Code 13 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ 2100 GCARES Net (Voice & Data) 146.910 (-)(no 
PL) [Alt = 442.725] 

hƘƛƻ ²ƛƴƭƛƴƪ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ OH ARES Winlink Net Any time 
on Wednesdays Eastern Time Send To: K8EAF, Cc: W8LRJ, 
KE8FMJ W8GCA-10 445.010 (S), W6CDR-10 145.010 (S) 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ 2000 Ohio District 3 ARES Net (West Central 
Ohio Regional Net) Primary: 145.110 (-) ( 67.0 PL) Alternate: 
146.820 (-) ( 77.0 PL) 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ 2000 Beginners Net (Dayton Area) 444.875 (+) 
(94.8 PL) 

½hha-.ŀǎƛŎ {ŜǘǳǇ ϧ /ƻƴŬƎǳǊŀǝƻƴ  

HereΩs a link to the Zoom Video Tutorials: Zoom how-to video 
tutorials – Zoom Help Center  

Also see: "Join a Meeting" and the "Joining & Configuring Audio 
& Video" tutorials for new users. Send questions or problems to 
John, W8LRJ ASAP but BEFORE the next meeting. 

.!w/ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ τ YǊƻƎŜǊΩǎ wŜǿŀǊŘǎ tǊƻπ

ƎǊŀƳ Please use your Kroger Card when shopping at KrogerΩs 
and support BARC. If you haven't signed up and need help, 
bring your Kroger Card to the next BARC meeting, and weΩll help 
you get registered (contact the BARC Treasurer). 

!ww[ 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ hũŜǊ One of the benefits 

of club membership is the opportunity to become an ARRL 
member at a discounted price. BARC is an ARRL affiliated club 
and receives a commission for new first-time ARRL member-
ships transacted through the club. BARC passes on this commis-
sion (discount) as a club membership benefit to promote ARRL 
membership. BARC members currently receive a $15 discount 
on a NEW first year ARRL membership cost when placed 
through the Club. Please contact the BARC Treasurer for details. 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
mailto:W8LRJ@ARRL.net)
mailto:w8lrj@arrl.net
mailto:W8LRJ@ARRL.net

