
Winlink Thursday July 29, 2021                ICS-213 General Message from a USB Drive    V1.2 
 

Email questions to:   WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io          

or see our web page:    http://emcomm-training.org/ 

No Winlink Check-in form this Thursday, although your correctly received ICS-213 message will produce your call 

on the WT map referencing your QTH from QRZ.com, or FCC after the event. The map will be available each weekend 

following a Thursday drill at: https://www.qsl.net/kw4shp/ETO/WinlinkMap.html 

 

Please execute your ICS-213 anytime from July 29, 2021 00:00 Z to July 29,2021 23:59 Z. 

 

This is the Fourth Thursday, so this Winlink Thursday exercise is a bit more challenging. 

This week we look again at the ICS-213, a general message form but using a USB Flash drive to promote data entry from 

a non-Winlink user (served agency personnel). Did you know you can use some Winlink Forms outside the Winlink 

Express program? This process will be most advantageous when you, as the radio communicator can supply your served 

agency personnel with a process whereby they enter the data into the ICS213 on their computer, storing it on the Flash 

Drive and get the USB Flash drive to you for transmission through the Winlink system without having to enter the data at 

your Winlink station.  

 

From the ICS 213 Winlink Form Instructions: 
“This initial 213 HTML can be used outside of Winlink Express. So, a non-Express user can create an initial ICS213, SAVE the data, and then pass that 

SAVED data to the radio operator. The radio operator can LOAD that data file into their ICS213 to send on via Winlink.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------- 

YOU MUST BE CAREFUL IN THE PROCESS DESCRIBED BELOW TO AVOID “MOVING” (YOU MUST “COPY”) THE DESIRED HTML FILE!! 

(Copying leaves the original file in place). Or you WILL mess up your ICS 213 form in Winlink Express. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The process is: 

1. COPY the file: ICS213_Initial.html from the folder C:\RMS Express\Standard Templates\ICS USA Forms to 

your USB drive. Coping, you should still have this file in your ICS USA Forms folder, and on the Flash Drive! 
2. Assuming the role of the served agency, Open the USB drive and double-click on the file: ICS213_Initial.html. 
3. Your browser will open with the ICS 213 form looking like it does in Winlink Express (but you are not in Winlink 

Express at this point). For this exercise, this simulates the served agency entering the data on their computer. 
4. Enter the data for the ICS 213 as the served agency. (See below for data). 
5. Notice the form does not have a Submit, only the Save button. Save this data file on the USB drive. It will be a 

.txt file. 
6. Reassuming the role of radio communicator, Start Winlink Express and open the Winlink ICS213 form from 

Standard Templates. 
7. Load the data from the USB drive into your ICS213 form and click Submit. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ICS Data  

Setup: EmComm Training Organization 

Incident Name: WT Drill 
To (Name and Position): John Drill/Incident Commander 
From (Name and Position): Susan Right/Taskforce Manager 
Subject: WT July 29, 2021 Exercise – USB Flash Drive 
Date: The form should add the date. Press enter 
Time: The form should add the time, Press enter 

Message:  This is a test of the USB drive for ICS 213 data entry. 

Approval: John Drill Position: Incident Commander 

          ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Press “OK.” You then close the browser window, and you will return to Winlink Express. You must address your message 

To: ETO-nn, (your Regional Clearing House [nn=FEMA region number). Post to Outbox and send it. 

Thanks for your participation in ETO Winlink Thursday. 

http://emcomm-training.org/
https://www.qsl.net/kw4shp/ETO/WinlinkMap.html

