
We had a terrific General Membership 
Meeting on October 21, 2021. After a 
short official business meeting,  the meet-
ing was turned over to Ken Gunton, 
W8ASA, Stu Holzer, K8ST, and Ken 
Moak, KM8AM, for an exciting auction. 
Continued on page 3 
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President’s Podium 

The Official Journal of The Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club 
November2021 — Issue 3 

From the Secretary, Jim, KD8APT 
 
Ed Note: Jim sent this to all BARC members on 15 Oct 
2021.  We’ve reprinted it here 

 

“...Ken Moak sent the BARC Constitution and By-
laws a few weeks ago. If you have not already 
done so, please take the time to read and study 
them carefully.  

 

At our Planning Meeting held October 7, 2021, I 
took an action to contact club membership and 
ask a question: In reading the Constitution and 
Bylaws, do you see any areas (wording and/or 
context) that the Officers and Coordinators need 
to review with the possibility of bringing a modifi-
cation(s) to this document forward for club ap-
proval? 

 

In order to prevent an open discussion online be-
fore your suggested changes or related comments 
travel through the proper channels, please send 
your comments or suggestions directly to our 
President, Jim Totten: wa8hub.jim@gmail.com  

AND me, Secretary, Jim Gifford: 
james.gifford55@gmail.com…” 

73, Jim, WA8HUB, President 

Your views are important to 
BARC and to Full Quieting. 

Please make yourself heard at 
the club and on the air... 
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From the Editor 

Time flies when you’re having fun!  Welcome to Issue #3 

Thanks for all your inputs for this month.  Please continue 
by sending in your material and photos. 

So much is happening since we reopened for face-to-face 
activities. 

By now the BARC Auction is history (see the article this 
month). 

Tech and Skills nights are in full swing (more articles in 
this issue). 

The Board announced two big activities that need YOUR 
inputs:  The first being a review of the BARC Constitu-
tion and By-Laws  (C&BLs) to include potential changes 
reflecting Club enhancements such as providing for elec-
tronic voting.  The second will be a update of the BARC 
Station Operational Requirements Document (ORD).  
This was first accomplished five years ago prior to the an-
tenna upgrades. Watch for the December edition! 

Both of these activities depend on YOU.  Please provide 
your suggestions for C&BLs to the Secretary and the 
BARC Station ORD to the Station Coordinator. 

The Planning Committee is working on a plan for ordering 
BARC BLING (Polo Shifts, Tee Shirts, Hats, Mugs, or 
Patches). They’re working on an order form to be available 
online, in the Full Quieting Newsletter, or at the clubhouse.  
We’ll provide more details as we search for potential sup-
pliers that can deliver in this new supply chain environ-
ment (We have to start somewhere…) 

To close this month, remember the BARC Elections are 
coming soon.  Please consider running for office.  It would 
be great to have multiple candidates for the positions.  
Please contact Ray, N8VMX or any member of the 
Nomination Committee ASAP.  You may also submit 
a short statement for the December Full Quieting. 

73,  Ken, KM8AM 
937-408-6672 (c) 

2021 BARC Officers and Directors 
President: Jim Totten, WA8HUB 
Vice President: Don Parker, KB8PSL 
Secretary: Jim Gifford, KD8APT 
Treasurer: John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 
Senior Director: Joe Muchni, N8QOD 
Junior Director: Jacalyn Wysong, KE8LZE  
 
2021 Coordinators 
Clubhouse: Jim Lusk, KC8EFD 
Comm Center: Ken Moak, KM8AM 
Contesting: Ken Gunton, W8ASA 
Education:  John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 
Emerg Preparedness: Roger Parrett, NQ8RP 
Field Day: Ray Hitt, N8VMX 
Full Quieting Editor: Ken Moak, KM8AM 
Hospitality & Librarian: Natinka Siwecki, KD8NUA 
IT: Sean Dickens, K8SPD 
Net: Paul Sharp, KD8OPN 
Programs: Don Parker, KB8PSL 
Public Service: Don Parker, KB8PSL 
QSLs: Jim Gifford, KD8APT 
Repeater: Russ Roysden, N8NPT 
TechNight/Workbench: Trevor Clarke, K8TRC 
Webmaster: Bob French, AC8ZU 

Directions to BARC Clubhouse and Comm Center 
Rooms 1 & 3 Lower Level Sugarcreek Elementary 
School 

51 S. East Street, Bellbrook (One block east & one 
block south from the traffic light in downtown Bell-
brook) 

Enter at South end of building  

BARC Net: Every Sunday, 8 PM Local 
 
147.045 (+) (no PL)                        [Alt = 443.675]  
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A lot of Hams got some outstanding bargains.  I was the winner of two 10 ft. steel poles.  Basis 
for a new vhf/uhf antenna.  Maybe I can get out of my hole in Kettering.  Several of us got a 
brand new Microphone mount.  The proceeds reported by John, W8LRJ was $1,371.00. I 
mailed in a penny check for $12.00.  Jim Dean, W8UD suggested we consider at the November 
Planning Meeting supporting the Girl Scouts working on a radio merit badge.  Tune in at the  
meeting for details.  This month is the Nomination meeting.  The committee will report their 
selections.  Nominations will be open to the floor.  Please get the permission of anyone nomi-
nated.  Election will be in December. 

73, Jim, WA8HUB, President 

President’s Podium 
Continued from page 1 

BARC Auction!!!!! 

The Annual BARC Auction is history!  

Thanks to everyone for making this year a smashing success. 

The total take including all the donations was $1371.00 

The BARC Auction was a success because lots of people contributed their excess valuable 
ham radio and other related equipment .  The driving forces behind it was our own members 
who collected the equipment, sorted it out, made numerous lists and sent them to our mem-
bers.  At the auction, Ken Gunton, Stu Holzer, and Ken Moak, did the identification of the 
equipment and did the sales pitch.  John Westerkamp collected the big $$$. Ken Moak intro-
duced an new twist and that was to request the members to pledge some percentage of the total 
amount to BARC.  Free $$$. 

My thanks to Tink and Steve for donating delicious chili and snacks! 

My thanks to everyone who donated equipment, helped set it up, purchased the stuff, ran the 
auction, and cleaned up afterwards. 

73, Paul, KD8OPN 
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Hospitality Happenings 

Natinka ‘Tink’ Siwecki, KD8NUA 

It’s 7:00 PM: Where Are You? 
  
Every third Thursday, twelve times a year at 7:30 PM, BARC 
members come together for our general membership meeting.  We 
take care of BARC business and enjoy an interesting and entertain-
ing presentation.  But the real meeting begins at 7:00 PM!  
  
We begin the evening by welcoming club members and guests (new and old), catching up with 
each other by sharing personal news, exchanging amateur radio information, advice and anec-
dotes. 
  
What would a meeting be without something to eat?  We’ve been known to enjoy a doughnut or 
two from Bill’s or Jim’s, all types and flavors of pie courtesy of Mehaffies and Mrs. Kroger, 
homemade cookies and cakes.  Healthy snacks are not unheard of: fruit, veggies, turkey wraps 
etc. make a regular appearance.  The time of year and the holidays help determine what’s on the 
menu. 
 
Requests and suggestions are appreciated. 
  
Greet, eat and meet; that’s hospitality! 

73, Tink, KD8NUA 

BARC Foosball Tournament 
Tim, N8NQH, is hosting the 1‘st BARC Foosball Tournament 

Please respond to Tim directly if you plan to attend 

Sunday Nov 7, 2pm 
at his QTH 

1329 Carpenter Rd. 

Bellbrook, 45305 
Tim N8NQH Dreamstime pic 
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BARC QSL Cards 

Jim Gifford, KD8APT 

 

73, Jim, KD8APT 

Jim, KD8APT 
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BARC Public Service 

Don Parker, KB8PSL 

SkyWarn                                                                                                                                  

National Weather Service network of volunteer citizens, public service and 
emergency management  people working to provide the National Weather 
Service (NWS) with first-hand weather spotting observations during severe 
weather events. 

Amateur Radio Operators comprise the backbone of many spotter networks 
throughout the United States. In this area of the United States the primary 
severe weather threat comes from Severe Thunder Storms, Tornadoes and 
Flooding from heavy rains.  

Amateur Radio Operators, or "Hams", participate not only as spotters but 
also provide the communications infrastructure to rapidly, reliably and ac-

curately get severe weather reports into the hands of the NWS to expedite warnings being issued to the 
general public. NWS trained weather spotters are not “storm chasers”. 

Formation of September 20, 2000 Xenia tornado was first reported by a Ham radio operator, John King, 
KA8OYH. 

How did weather spotters begin 

During 1942 and 1943, the Weather Bureau cooperated with the military in setting up volunteer storm 
spotter networks to protect military installations and recognized the value of first hand, real time infor-
mation. 

The primary concern was for lightning near ordnance plants, but the program grew substantially during 
the War and the spotter mission expanded to include other hazardous weather including tornadoes. After 
WWII, spotter networks were maintained for military installations. 

On May 25, 1955, a tornado in Udall, Kansas killed 80 people and injured 273. At that point the 
Weather Bureau decided to recruit severe weather spotters to help obtain real time severe weather infor-
mation in order to help extend lead time and increase accuracy of severe weather forecasts. 

On March 8, 1959, the Weather Bureau held the first training course in Wellington, Kansas for 225 se-
vere weather spotters. 

In 1965, the Natural Disaster Warning System (NADWARN) was established to coordinate the natural 
disaster-related emergency functions of various Federal agencies.  A special tornado-specific plan called 
SKYWARN was created under the guidance of the United States Weather Bureau. Shortly after the dev-
astating 1974 Xenia, Ohio, tornado it was decided that a faster, more accurate, visual form of severe 
weather reporting was needed. Working with the National Weather Service several amateur radio opera-
tors from the Dayton area put SKYWARN into motion.  From its inception until 1995 SKYWARN op-
erators worked beside meteorologists at the Dayton Weather Service Office (WSO) in Vandalia, Ohio. 

Frank Schwab, W8OK, was instrumental to the founding of SKYWARN in the Dayton & West Central 
Ohio area.  Frank’s radio call sign W8OK was given to the Dayton SkyWarn organization by his family 
in memory of Frank and his dedicated years of service.                                                     

 Continued on next page  

Ed Note:  The following was received from KB8PSL:  “...My information is from the now retired NWS director at Wilmington, Fred Stone, and 
internet articles. I researched the information from a variety of resources for a presentation I did about 10 years ago so I can’t give credit to 
any particular person or article…” 
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BARC Public Service 

Continued from page 6 

 Severe Thunder Storms can produce:  

 Tornado 
 Hail one inch in diameter or larger 
 Wind gusts 58 MPH or Higher 
 1 inch or more of rain per hour 
 Tornadoes 
 Funnel Clouds 
 Wall Clouds 
 Persistent rotation in clouds 
 Hail 1/2 inch in diameter or larger 
 More than one tree uprooted or large limb down 
 Any severe weather damage 
 

Observe weather conditions and report to National 
Weather Service in Wilmington (NWS). 

  Report real time observations of Tornadoes 
  Report Hail – Size and if covering ground 
  Report Wind – Speed – Direction 
  Report Significant Cloud Formations 
  Be the Eyes for ground level Weather Observations 
 

Reporting Methods 

 Method 1:   Report to local Ham Net or police agency. 
 Method 2:  Call NWS (800) 899-2748 (severe weather only) 
 Method 3:  Report on internet at espotter.weather.gov 
 Method 4:  Email pictures or text to NWS - Spotreport.iln.noaa.gov 
 
Include 
 Your Name and Spotter ID number (if you have spotter number) 
 Location and time of event 
 What you saw and damage observed 
 Flooding resulting in evacuations 
 High water rescues from roofs/trees 
 Cars, Trucks, Trailers, carried away by flood waters 
 More than 1 foot of water a cross roads (curb to curb) 
 Water entering homes (not just basements) 
 Roads closed due to high water 
 Roads impassable due to high water 
 Small streams overflowing their banks 

Continued on next page  
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BARC Public Service 

Continued from page 7 

Dayton SKyWarn activation 

 Wilmington Weather contacts Dayton SkyWarn Coordinator or a designated person to activate com-
munications center. Dayton SkyWarn comm center is located in the Cox Media - WHIO building. 

 Two additional SkyWarn Net Ops are notified to respond. 
 Miami Valley Priority Traffic system (MVPT) is activated to alert Dayton SkyWarn is activated. A 

double beep will be heard on the 146.640 during activation. 
 

Reporting to Dayton SkyWarn 

 W8OK – 146.640-  PL 123.0 
  FaceBook 
  Twitter @daytonskywarn 
  www.Dayton-Skywarn.org 
 

Dayton SkyWarn Coordinators 

In 2007 Paula KA8HQJ, and Nelson WB8VUU Digennaro, current Dayton SkyWarn Coordinators de-
cided to retire after 13 years as coordinators. Lou Long, KB8TCK and Don Parker, KB8PSL were asked 
to replace them as coordinators. Gary Clark, KC8TND, was added as a Co-coordinator.  

Each spring, Dayton SkyWarn coordinators travel to our 15+ counties with Wilmington NWS meteor-
ologists for weather spotter training. We anticipate returning to in person classes for 2022. 

73, Don, KB8PSL 
District Emergency Coordinator  
West Central Ohio D-3 ARES 
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73,  Ken, KM8AM 

Ah, What’s Up BARC?   

Ken Moak, KM8AM 

Announcements regarding any member news including: new equip-
ment, antennas, grandchildren, children, pets, operating news, etc. 

FREE ON-LINE General Class!   A free weekly General Class licensing course on 
Zoom beginning Thursday, October 28 and running through Thursday, January 13 (9 sessions 
plus 3 weeks off for the holidays in November and December.) Sessions will start at 6:30 pm 
eastern time, and run 3 hours. These are the classes sponsored by the National Electronics Mu-
seum that we have been holding for years. Those wishing to sign up should email me at ro-
land.anders@comcast.net. 

 Dan, KD8YNG, Missed the BARC Auction for a very good reason: He’s a new 
GRANDPA! 

 Randy, KA0AZS, is burning up the HF bands!  He has 121 DX countries confirmed! 

NOTE:  DXers like Randy may want to ensure that they have envelopes at the Incoming 
QSL Bureau.  Many countries and stations only send cards to US stations via ‘The Bureau.’  
You DO NOT have to be an ARRL member to use the incoming bureau! 

See:  http://www.arrl.org/files/file/QSL/
Incoming%20QSL.pdf 

 Ken, KM8AM had a ‘Bureau Dump’ of QSL 
cards:  2 pounds of DX cards at one time 

 This dump included 175 QSL cards includ-
ing many rare DXCC entities.  

 The card sorted stated that we need to ensure 
we have envelopes at the bureau because the 
DX bureaus have resumed sorting after COVID. 

BARC Net Stats  by Paul, KD8OPN 
24 Oct:  18 Mbrs. 33 Min. 

17 Oct:  18 Mbrs. 37 Min. 

10 Oct:  14 Mbrs. 30 Min. 

3 Oct:   17 Mbrs. 33 Min. 
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Club House News 

News and events regarding Activities at the BARC Clubhouse 

 

BARC Repeater News  (From W8LRJ) 
 

 
Antenna and feedline news:  Dan, who owns the repeater site, indicated that he was go-
ing to do some tower work near the end of this month or possibly in November.  He has 
some antennas he needs to install for Bellbrook Schools, so that's the first priority for any 
climbing.  When he gets a firm date, he’ll let us know so BARC can round up a ground 
crew to help. 

145.045 Repeater off the air:  As of this writing, 
the 2m 147.045+ repeater is down. We do have a 
repeater on the air thanks to a temporary donation 
by Tim, N8NQH.   

Tim is troubleshooting our repeater, so hopefully it will be back soon. 

Tech Night: ALS-600 Amp 

Tech Night for October ‘21 found the group 
working on the Club’s Ameritron ALS-600 
Amplifier after it returned from a repair job at 
DARA’s Thursday Night Group (TNG). 

The gang checked out the amplifier installed 
at Station #4, then proceeded to replace one 
of the relays that the TNG suggested that we 
replace. 

After a move to the workbench, the Tech 
Night crew replaced the relay using the re-
cently donated solder rework station. 

There’s still some finishing up to do on the amp, so please do not move or used it. 

Thanks to the entire Tech Night gang. 
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DXing -The Search for Distant Contacts 

 

 

This column will be about all things DX and how they relate to BARC Members. 

We’re looking for an experienced DXer to write this column 
Also looking for any contributions on DX that BARC members have worked 

Pictures of received QSL cards would be GREAT 

Well, Let’s talk DX until we can find an Editor for this column. 

Although DXing has as many definitions as folks have noses, I’ll use the definition in the head-
ing on this page: DXing -The Search for Distant Contacts 

Often DX is defined by the operating frequency.  DX may be hundreds or thousands of miles on 
20 meters, tens of miles on 440 simplex, or even miles or less at microwave frequencies. So, 
you can ‘chase DX’ on any band. 

Working DX has few requirements.  You can DX just by listening for stations on the AM, FM, 
and TV bands.  If you send a note to the station listing the date, time, frequency, and program 
you heard; some will send you a card. 

The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) HF MANAGER’S HANDBOOK V9 JUNE 
2018 defines a contact (QSO) as: 

“...2.1.1 QSO-DEFINITION It is recommended that the following defi-
nition of a QSO be added to the HF Manager's Handbook. A defini-
tion for a valid QSO is: A valid contact is one where both operators 
during the contact have 

1. Mutually identified each other 
2. Received a report 
3. Received a confirmation of the successful identification and the 
reception of the report.  
It is emphasized that the responsibility always lies with the operator 
for the integrity of the contact. (Sun City SC11_C4_Rec12)…” 

 

This defines a QSO, but to get credit for a QSO, we must document the fol-
lowing: 

1. Both call signs (yours and the station worked) 

2. The frequency or band 

3. The mode 

4. Date and time 

5. Signal report  
Continued on next page  
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DXing -The Search for Distant Contacts 

Continued from page  11 

 

Jim, KD8APT has been publishing QSL cards that BARC receives from Hams around the 
world.  These cards are the way we confirmed our QSOs before the days of the ARRL’s Log 
Book Of The World (LOTW). Both the cards and LOTW require the same minimum informa-
tion for a valid QSO.  Although there are endless types of QSL cards, they all contain at least 
the minimum information.  We won’t repeat all the info on QSL cards here, but if you 
GOOGLE the subject, you’ll find lots of info on where to get QSLs, how to fill them out, and 
all the ways to send and receive them.  Of course the ARRL website is a great starting place! 

The BARC club station is extremely well suited for working DX on nearly every band from 160 
meters to 440 MHz on many modes.  We have quality radios and good antennas, although the 
valley does make it challenging especially on VHF bands and above. 

Additionally, we have some top-rated DXers in the club.  Several members 
have worked EVERY country that allows Ham Radio.  One is our own Stu, 
K8ST!  Having reached #1 on the HONOR ROLL, Stu is trying to do it 
again on FT-8. 

The club is especially suited for operation on 10 meters.  We have several 
good antennas installed or planned to support 10 meter DXing by our new 
Technicians and all our members. 

To support this, BARC will host a Training Night session this month 
(November) to introduce members to the operation of the IC-7300 radios.  Based on demand, 
we can have more sessions on station operation and DXing at BARC. 

This month we basically flew over the 
term DX like the Space Station looking 
at one of the club’s IC-7300 sitting in 
the parking lot. 

Hopefully we can entice on of our sea-
soned DXers to jump in and bring us 
down to Earth. 

In the mean time, whether it’s DXing, 
Rag Chewing, Contesting, or just tuning 
the bands, please come and enjoy the BARC station, or your own station. 

Let’s make those pixies dance in the wire and then jump out the antenna to touch some DX. 

73,  Ken, KM8AM 
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CW ‘The Original Digital Mode’ 

Ken Gunton, W8ASA 

 

 
Recently, a fellow BARC member mentioned that he’s not ready yet to 
have CW QSOs on the ham bands. I asked him why, and his response 
was that he can’t find anyone sending slowly enough for him to copy, 
much less to have a conversation with. 

Some research on the Web will quickly show you that there are indeed 
places on the bands where you can operate CW as slowly as you want 
to, and still find contacts who will “QRS”, or “slow down” for you. A 
great place to start is on 40 meters, between 7.110 and 7.140 MHz. 
The lower end of this range is well-populated by members of the FISTS 
and SKCC groups (look them up – they are both great groups!). Try 
calling CQ in this range, and usually someone will respond to you at the 
same speed as you are sending. There is no hurry. If you don’t copy the 

other guy 100%, ask him to repeat.  

Back in the old days, a Novice would receive his license af-
ter passing the CW test at five words per minute, and imme-
diately get on the air at that speed and sometimes even 
slower. One Novice would call CQ, and another would an-
swer. During their conversation, both would make mistakes 
often, and you could hear them sending eight dots in a row, 
meaning the sender knew he made a mistake, and was re-
sending the last correct word or letter he sent. Conversations 
could take a long time, but no one was embarrassed. They 
were all in the same boat, and were excited with their new 
hobby. 

My point is that you shouldn’t be afraid to get on the air 
while you are still learning Morse Code. Find a slow speed 

frequency or two, and camp out on it. Look for others sending slowly and call them when they 
are finished with their current QSOs. No one can see you blush when you mess up your own 
callsign twice in a row. Keep at it, and you WILL improve! 

Speaking of slow-speed CW: If you want to make a slow-speed QSO sometime, send me an e-
mail to ken@ohiomicrowave.com and we’ll set a sked for a contact. I will send as slowly as 
you want. Let’s have FUN WITH CW! … 

73 until next month…. 

73, Ken, W8ASA  

CW Resources – CWops 
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Education and Training 

John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

The October Skills Night was held Tuesday, October 5, 2021, at 7:00 pm 
at the clubhouse. We talked about “Getting the Most From Your HT” 
focusing on the Baofeng radios.  As always, there were lots of great ques-
tions! 

The discussion began with a review of how repeaters worked and what 
parameters were needed to program the repeater into a radio memory 
channel. Many questions about repeater operation including “Why is 
there an offset?” and “What is a repeater tone?” were answered. Finally, 
we determined that there were 3 main parameters needed to program a given repeater: the re-
peater frequency (the one you listen on), the offset (the frequency offset to your transmit fre-
quency), and the tone (if needed). 

A common question was “Where do I find the information about a 
repeater?”. A good reference is the website repeaterbook.com. There 
you can search by state, mode (FM, DMR, D-Star, etc.), or by prox-
imity to a certain city (good for traveling). Once you find a repeater, 
the website has all the information needed to program the repeater 
into your radio. 

Next we discussed how 
actually to program a radio. 
For this, we introduced the 

Chirp software available for free from dan-
planet.com. A great feature of Chirp is that you can 
access repeaterbook.com from within the software 
and do a proximity search to any city and download 
all the repeaters right into Chirp and you are ready to 
program your radio! No muss, no fuss! Chirp has a 
nice spreadsheet-like interface to manipulate the repeater data and makes it easy to program 
multiple radios even different models using the same data. 

Finally, we all set our radios to VFO mode and selected a simplex channel. Once we all had our 
radios set up, we started the Skills Night Simplex Net and went around the room allowing each 
attendee to check-in to the net and gain practice using the radio for a live net. Hopefully, this 
will encourage our new hams to check-in to the BARC net! 

Skills Night will be taking a break for the upcoming holiday season and while we vote on new 
Officers for the upcoming year. See you again in February when we hope to have an announce-
ment on License Classes for the winter term! 

73, John, W8LRJ 
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Ham Radio on YouTube 

Jim Gifford, KD8APT 

A few months ago I presented a slide program before the BARC membership about YouTube 
and using social media for Ham Radio. Since we have a more expanded platform for discussion 
via Full Quieting, I will be occasionally be including some YouTube sites here for your educa-
tional and entertainment enjoyment. 

Dave Casler KE0OJ 

I am pretty biased. I’ll start with what I believe is one of the very best channels: Dave Casler 
KE0OG. Casler is a down-to-earth guy who is full of valuable knowledge and insight. His intro-
duction to his site states: “I Love Ham Radio! Not only do I love ham radio, I love bringing it to 
others! I create ham radio training videos as well as videos on other ham radio topics, including 
technical and operating topics. My goal is to help those new to ham radio progress through the 
ranks and enjoy the hobby to its fullest” 

His over 100,000 subscribers listen each week as he goes live on YouTube and answers ques-
tions from interested Hams. Casler was also recently hired by ARRL to author a monthly col-
umn in QST, “Ask Dave.” There’s not enough room to list all his subjects here, but they includ-
ing review of new radios and equipment, station setup, grounding, antenna setups, propagation, 
basic electronics, in-depth electronics, call signs, and more. Many folks interested in passing 
one of the three levels of licensing have taken his in-depth series on the test questions. These 
videos are not just a regurgitation of the questions and answers, but he explains the why and 
how of each question. Just type in his call sign or last name on the YouTube search block, and 
go and enjoy hours and hours of Ham Radio. 

Mike Ritz 

With only 247 subscribers, Mike Ritz certainly is not one of the larger YouTube personalities. 
He has three Ham Radio videos total, but the video that caught my attention was titled, “The 
Storied History of the Ham Radio Callsign.” That one is worth watching. He has a couple other 
videos about contesting. 

Radio Workshop 

Let’s go across the pond. Ray’s YouTube (enter “radio workshop” in search) certainly is not for 
everyone, but you may enjoy his perspective on vintage radios and shortwave listening. His 
separate web site, https://www.radio-workshop.co.uk/ , has a short statement about his work in 
radio: “The golden age of radio isn’t dead – it’s just covered in cobwebs. There are still many 
people who appreciate listening to the wireless, and I’m one of them. One aspect of old valve 
radios that intrigues me is the thought that the BBC Home Service would have emanated from 
the loud speakers during the war years. Churchill would have spoken to the nation during the 
war, and a host of interesting programmers entertained families during the forties and fifties.” 

73, Jim, KD8APT 
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Antennas and Propagation (A&P) 

Ken Moak, KM8AM 

Welcome back. Remember: “...any antenna that get’s you on the air is a good antenna…” 

Let’s continue our trip.  It’s time for you to decide what YOU want 
YOUR station to do for you.  Grab a paper and pencil and start listing 
your desires such as: Working BARC and other local repeaters and 
maybe a little FT-8 on 10 meters.  Great choices, and that was pretty easy. 

Now let’s look at your constraints. Yes, another list: You can put a small 
antenna on the deck railing and have a tree across the yard, but it’s not 
very far away and not too high.  Also, you can’t be too visible, and didn’t win the Powerball 
last month. 

Now we can start the design!  For the repeaters, we can use a small VHF/UHF 
mag-mount antenna (the one you bought at the BARC Auction) on a cookie sheet 
fastened to the deck railing.  Even if it’s fed with RG-8 mini, it’s better than your 
HT’s rubber duck inside the house!  For FT-8, 
let’s see how far the tree is from the house.  
Well you have about 75ft— not long enough for an 
80-10 mtr end-fed antenna, but plenty far 
enough for an MFJ-1984MP EndFed 1/2 Wave 
300W 40M-10M Wire Antenna.  GigaParts lists it 
for $69.95!  Within your budget AND you get 

all bands from 40-10 mtrs with “...no tuner on most frequen-
cies…” 

A couple of chunks of RG-8 mini coax and you’re on the air?  But let’s check the system before 
we get too excited 

So, you get out your SWR meter and check both antennas:  The VHF/UHF is working great and 
you’re Full Quieting into the local repeaters!  The HF antennas also works fine, but some bands 
have a 1.3:1 SWR and one has a 1.5:1 SWR.  Not perfect, but your IC-7300 tuner is quite 
happy!  You make some notes in your station notebook so you can periodically check your an-
tennas for changes in SWR and then……. 

GET ON THE AIR! 

73’  Ken, KM8AM 
937-408-6672 (c) 

Congratulations!   See, you followed the 
Systems Engineering process, and it was 

really easy!   
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Station Hints and Kinks 

Ken Moak, KM8AM 

Comments, questions, and answers regarding ways to enhance our station plan-
ning, construction, operation, and upgrades 

This is a MEMBER-Driven section 

Please send your info to me at the link above 

73, Ken, KM8AM 

Cheap Tape vs. Great Tape: 

Every Ham uses electrical tape.  Several BARC members have come up with a way to save 
money while using the right tape for the job—Right Paul? 

Most of us know about Scotch 33+ ® and other Scotch-brand tapes.  
They make ’Great Tape.’ Great, but pricey for Ham use.  We also know 
about Harbor Freight tape, which some of us call ‘Cheap Tape.’  Both 
have a purpose in our shacks.   

Many use Great Tape for the important things such as weather proofing 
connections and other critical insulating applications.  A quick Amazon 
check showed prices from $4 to $7 for a 3/4” by 60 ft. roll! 

There are times, however, when we’re just using tape for a tem-
porary use such as securing a plastic bag of nuts to a rope to 
send up the tower (sometimes you just can’t hold that pesky 
hardware with gloves on).  This is where Cheap Tape shines 
and saves money.  Harbor Freight sells TEN rolls of tape for 
$5.99 (sometimes on sale for $4.99!  

Next time you need tape, do you want Cheap Tape or Great 
Tape for that application? 

 

If you found a neat way to accomplish something around your station, just send it in to me.  As 
always, pictures will interest all of us. 

Original ideas are super, but if you’ve read about a Hint or Kink and ACTUALLY tried it, 
PLEASE send it in since your fellow BARC members may need it, and then you’ll be the hero. 
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Kontest Korner 

Ken Gunton, W8ASA 

Last month formally began our big contest season, with the CQ Worldwide SSB contest. The 
CW version is this month, as are the two ARRL Sweepstakes CW and SSB contests. These are 
biggies, and with the current excellent propagation conditions, should be outstanding. 

Are you interested in manning W8DGN for one of these contests? If so, please let me know. 
We can get the stations set up for you and any other members who want to participate. No ex-
perience required – we’ll make sure to pair you with an experienced ham who will guide you 
through the process. We have excellent radios and antennas at the BARC clubhouse, just wait-
ing for you! 

NOTE:  A recent review of the ARRL and CQ contest rules identi-
fied that a Ham MAY operate a Club Contest station using the 
Club call sign AND also operate from their home using their 
HOME station call sign!  This means you can operate from BARC and them 
operate from your house.  — Ed. 

Remember, for many of the contests, even if you operate from your own QTH, the contests al-
low us to aggregate the club members’ scores. Make sure you mention that you’re a member of 
the Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club (or Bellbrook ARC, if that’s what the contest requires) and 
it will be handled automatically. 

Here are a few upcoming contests for November (not an exhaustive list; see 
www.contesting.com): 

Contest   Date/Time   Comments/Goal 
WW SSB Activity 0100Z Nov 2 to 0159Z Nov 2 Only ONE hour long! Several of them in Nov 

ARRL Sweepstakes CW 2100Z Nov 6 to 0300Z Nov 8 Contact all ARRL sections for the sweep 

WAE DX RTTY  0000Z Nov 13 to 2359Z Nov 14 RTTY is a fun and exciting digital mode 

ARRL Sweepstakes SSB 2100Z Nov 20 to 0300Z Nov 22 Contact all ARRL sections for the sweep 

CQ Worldwide DX CW 0000Z Nov 27 to 2400Z Nov 28 You can get DXCC in one weekend! 

 

Slow Speed CW? Try the various K1USN Slow Speed Contests 

      
73, Ken, W8ASA 

WA7BNM Contest Calendar: Home  

3830 Contests (3830scores.com)  
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POTA - First Contact 

Glenn Rodgers, KE8LZD   

I’m just like every other HAM; love the hobby, eager to learn more, and 
always looking for new ways to ‘play radio’. One of my projects has 
been trying to perfect my ‘go box’ (I’ll let you know if I ever get it just 
right). Until a few weeks ago my box had only been ‘bench tested’ in 
my shack. But that all changed when I found a day that John (W8LRJ) 
and I both had open, the weather looked great, and since we’d been talk-
ing about POTA (Parks On The Air) anyway… everything lined up. 

We went to John Bryan State Park (K-1964) and setup to activate a 
POTA station. We were going to run o battery power, so we set up the 
box and a new (untested) Buddistick. Once we had the antenna up we 
decided to set it for 40m and check the SWR. After a bit of diddling 
with the radial wire length, based on info from our CAA-500 analyzer, we had it very close. 

We decided John would start off with the idea that he could get 
at least 10 contacts thus achieving “POTA Activation”. This 
would also give me a chance to see how it really should be 
done… learned a lot just listening as always. I was a little nerv-
ous as we didn’t get a response for a while, but John assured me 
it would just take a bit until someone found us. Sure enough, he 
soon got the first contact, and once we were “spotted” they came 
pretty regularly. 

Then it was my turn… but I decided to reset the antenna for 20m and 
retune it. In one way it may have been better to stay on 40m since we 
were getting contacts, but I really wanted to get more experience with 
the antenna. As it turned out, we discovered a few problems, but this 
turned out to be a blessing as it gave me the opportunity to run down 
each issue (with John’s expertise and guidance) and get on the air 
successfully on 20m. I was able to make contacts and began to feel 
more comfortable with each exchange. I now know my go box sys-

tem works well, and I am finding ways in 
which I believe it can be even better. Once we 
felt it was time to shut down, we packed up and proceeded to a late lunch 
together. Truly a fun, educational, and very successful day. 

If you haven’t tried a POTA adventure, I’d strongly recommend it. Just 
check out parksontheair.com to get the information you need, and a 
buddy you enjoy spending time with, and get out to a park and on the air! 
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What’s on my Workbench 

James Dean, W8UD 

Welcome to the first edition of “What’s on my Workbench.” My favorite amateur radio podcast 
called “The Ham Radio Workbench” inspired this article. For those unfamiliar with the podcast, 
every episode starts with the three hosts discussing the projects they are currently working on.  
The segment has inspired many projects in my shack over the past couple of years.  I decided to 
share some of my adventures in tinkering and hacking about in the shack to learn new skills and 
perhaps inspire a few projects in other members’ shacks.  I don’t consider myself an electronics 
expert, so there may be better ways to accomplish these projects.  I am certainly open to any 
feedback others have to offer. 

The project for this edition is an 
LED lamp to improve the light-
ing in my shack when running 
off battery power.  There are 
three requirements for the pro-
ject. First, the lighting cannot 
add more RFI to the environ-
ment, I want to spend less than 
$25, and it must be able to run on “shack power.”  For my shack, “shack power” varies between 
12 and 14 volts depending on if I am running on battery power or wall power.   

On a recent trip to Home Depot for something completely unrelated, I stumbled across some 
inexpensive LED strips for under cabinet accent lighting.  A 16-foot reel of the LED lights was 
on sale for $19.95.  The lights come with a switch-mode wall wart for power and would con-
sume most of my budget, but I took a chance that I could modify them to suit my needs.  Once 
home, I unpacked the lights and found that the 16-foot strip consists of multiple segments of 3 
LEDs that you can trim to length.  Adhesive backing allows you to stick them up wherever you 
need them.  As shown in Figure 1, each segment is about 4” long.  The best part is that each 
section has a current limiting resistor instead of a switch-mode LED controller IC, meaning I 

can power it directly without introducing more RFI to the 
shack.  I started by snipping off the first section of 3 
LEDs to create a test strip.  I wanted to see how bright 
they were and figure out the range of voltages they would 
operate over.  A clear rubbery coating encased the strip.  
I found it was difficult to cut, even with a fresh exact-o 
blade.  After careful cutting and scraping, I exposed the 
copper contacts at the beginning of the segment, as 

shown in Figure 2.  
Continued on next page 

  

Figure 1: One segment of the LED strip contains three LEDs in se-
ries with a 120-ohm resistor.  They are designed for 12v DC opera-
tion. 

Figure 2:  Using a sharp knife, carefully 
expose the copper contacts at one end of the 
strip. 
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What’s on my Workbench 

Continued from page  20 

I soldered a pigtail directly to the contacts 
and connected the strip to a variable power 
supply.  Figure 3 shows the finished test 
strip.  The LEDs began to light up at around 
8 volts, drawing less than ten milliamps.  By 
12 volts, they were just about full brightness 
and were drawing around 20 milliamps.  At 
14v, they were very bright and were drawing 
around 25 milliamps.  The current meter on 
my bench supply only measures down to 10 
milliamps, so these are just ballpark esti-
mates.   

Based on these results, I decided on a strip of three segments for 
the lamp.  Three segments should provide more than enough light 
and easily fit within the 19” computer rack where my radio equip-
ment is mounted.  I could have stuck the LED strip to the bottom 
of a shelf; however, there are no gaps between the shelf with my 
VHF/UHF radios, the patch panel, and the HF radio. So instead, I 
decided to build a small rectangular lamp that would sit in front 
of the radio shelf, flush with the bottom.  I scrounged up a piece 
of L-shaped aluminum bar from the garage to use as a shroud and 
fabricated a couple of brackets using my 3D printer.  I used a sol-
dering iron with a special tip to install the threaded brass inserts 

to mount the aluminum shroud.  Figure 4 shows a test fit of the brackets and aluminum 
shround. To complete the project I used some black spray paint to finish the light shroud, in-
stalled the LEDs, and connected them through a switch to my station’s DC power distribution 
block.  The result, Figure 5, is a low-profile lamp that povides excellent lighting for my patch 
panel and sufficient light for the adjacent desk.   

Figure 5: Once completed, the LED light bar provides ample 
light for my patch panel and operating desk. 

Figure 4: Test fitting a piece 
of scrap aluminum for the 
lamp shade. 

73, Jim,  W8UD 
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Pie?  No, I’ll have a Raspberry Pi! 
Ray Hitt, N8VMX  

 

I’ve wrote about using the Raspberry Pi (Pi) before in the con-
text of Field Day digital stations in our last newsletter.  In this 
article I’ll take a step back and explain what a Pi is and how to 
pick the model best suited for your needs.  I also wanted to de-
scribe my uses for Pi around my amateur radio station.  How-
ever, bear in mind that there are thousands of applications for 
Pis, so I am not even scratching the surface here.   

Types of Raspberry Pis  

There are several broad categories of Pis.  Model A, B, and B+ are the full-size models loaded 
with more features than the other categories.  The Pi Pico – a $4 microcontroller is best suited 
for small applications interfacing with hardware.  The Pi Zero is a smaller version of the Model 
A+ with some features removed (USB, Ethernet), but is very inexpensive and well-suited for 
small mobile applications.  Lately, a Model 400 came out where essentially a Pi4 Model B is 
embedded in a keyboard case.  Since my experience is with the Pi2, Pi3 and Pi4, I will focus on 
these.  Raspberrypi.org has a very nice comparison chart between the different Pis available. 

Pi-2 Model B 

The Pi2 Model B, introduced in 2015, has an ARM7 quad core 
processor running at 900 MHz.  It has 1GB of RAM, GPU, 4 USB 
2.0 ports, one Ethernet port, one full-size HDMI port, and a 3.5mm 
audio/composite video jack.   

Purposes:  I use this Pi2 as a Stratum 1 NTP server, by adding a 
GPS timing board to the 40-pin GPIO header.  This allows precise 
timing (+/- 1 µsec) for home network synchronization.   This Pi2 is 
also connected via USB to my West Mountain Radio Epic PWRgate  battery charger to remotely 
monitor my solar panel, power supply, and battery voltage and current.  This Pi2 is in my ga-
rage, and accessible via Wi-Fi.  Note that the Pi2 needs a USB Wi-Fi dongle, it is not built-in.   

Pi-3 Model B 

The Pi3 Model B, introduced in 2016, has an ARM8 quad core 
processor running at 1.2 GHz.  It has 1GB of RAM, GPU, 4 
USB 2.0 ports, one Ethernet port, Bluetooth 4.1, 2.4 GHz 
802.11 b/g/n Wi-Fi, one full-size HDMI port, and a 3.5mm au-
dio/composite video jack.   

Purpose:  I use this Pi3 to run pi-star , a DMR/DSTAR/Fusion 
hot spot.  I use only DMR, since that’s the only type of digital 
radio I have right now.  This configuration uses the DVMEGA 

raspberry pi hotspot card plugged into the 40-pin GPIO header to receive and transmit the DMR 
waveform with a whopping 10 mW transmit power(!). 

Continued on next page 
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Pie?  No, I’ll have a Raspberry Pi! 
Continued from page  22 

Pi-3 Model B+ 

The Pi3 Model B+, introduced in 2018, has an ARM8 quad 
core processor running at 1.4 GHz.  It has 1GB of RAM, 
GPU, 4 USB 2.0 ports, one Ethernet port, Bluetooth 4.2, 
dual band 2.4/5 GHz 802.11 b/g/n/ac Wi-Fi, one full-size 
HDMI port, and a 3.5mm audio/composite video jack.   

Purpose: I use this Pi3 as a second Stratum 1 NTP server.  It 
has the same configuration as the Pi2 I described earlier.  
Sometimes I take one or the other of my NTP servers off-
line and experiment with the u-Blox GPS chip onboard the 
timing board.  When I do that, the backup NTP timing 
source keeps the network time correct. 

Pi-4 Model B 

The Pi4 Model B, introduced in 2019, represents a major 
improvement in Pi capability.  It has an ARM8 quad core 
processor running at 1.5 GHz.  It has 2, 4, or 8 GB of 
RAM, GPU, 2 USB 2.0 and 2 USB 3.0 ports, one GiB 
Ethernet port, Bluetooth 5.0, dual-band 2.4/5 GHz 802.11 
b/g/n/ac Wi-Fi, two micro HDMI ports, and a 3.5mm au-
dio/composite video jack. 

Purposes:  I have two Pi4s.  The first one boots a special-
ized OS running openmediavault, a Network Attached 

Storage (NAS) package.  By connecting external hard drives to the USB 3.0 ports, you can build 
a customized NAS that is accessible by your other Windows, Mac, Linux boxes.  With USB3 
and 802.11ac Wireless or Gigabit Ethernet, fairly high data transfer speeds are possible. 

My second Pi4 runs all the software needed for digital amateur radio with my IC-7300 and Air-
spy HF+ Discovery SDR.    I use WSJT-X, FLDIGI, RL-RIG, GridTracker, Hamclock, gqrx, 
just to name a few. 

Hardware Recommendations 

Get a Pi4 – In this day and age, with the hardware specs, there’s no reason to go back and buy a 
PI2 or Pi3.  I use Pi2s and Pi3s because I have them already and they never die!  Get a Pi4 with 
as much RAM as you can afford; the price difference not significant between the 2 GB and 8 GB 
version. 

Avoid metal cases for the newer Pis – Pis are not usually sold with a case, so you have flexibility 
in picking one.  Since the Pi3 and Pi4 have integrated Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, they have limited 
range when inside a metal case.  If you are not using Wi-Fi or Bluetooth, metal cases are fine. 

Continued on next page 
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Use heat sinks – Adhesive-backed heat sinks are available for the SoC (system on chip) and 
other heat-producing chips for all Pi models.  These heat sinks make a huge performance differ-
ence.  The Pi has built-in protective measures against overheating by throttling back the clock 
rate, which will reduce performance noticeably.  The heat sinks do a good job of pulling the 
heat out of the chip allowing to run at a higher rate.  Be careful not to put heat sinks on the Wi-
Fi or Bluetooth chips, this may interfere with the signal. 

Use cases with fans with the Pi4 – Fans are not needed with the older Pi2 and 3, but with the 
Pi4 its clock rate is high enough that it will throttle back unless a case fan is used.  With heat 
sinks and case fans, I have been able to overclock the Pi4 from 1.5 GHz to 2 GHz and the heat 
stayed 30 degrees below where throttling would occur even under full load.  

Pi4 power supply tip – Make sure you use a power supply capable of putting out over 3 amps.  
The Pi4 will throttle back if it detects voltage drops due to the power supply “running out of 
gas”.  Most modern Android phones and tablets with a USB-C connector put out enough cur-
rent to drive a Pi4.  I use 12V USB panel mount at my ham shack to supply the high current 5V 
USB power needed to run the Pi4 (and charge my phone!). 

Pi4 boot speed tip – If you are interested in having the Pi4 boot very fast, there are online in-
structions to replace the SD Card with a USB solid state drive (SSD).  These are up to 8 times 
faster and don’t have the same wear out mechanisms that plague SD Cards.  You can use a full 
size SSD drive or a USB flash drive.  When I did this, I also opted to connect all my USB 3 de-
vices through a powered USB 3 hub to avoid loading down the Pi4 with excess current through 
the USB ports.  I chose the SanDisk Extreme PRO® for my Pi4 SSD.  In fact, I bought two and 
occasionally do a total backup from one to the other and keep one in a safe place in case some-
thing happens to the other one. 

Software 

The Pi doesn’t come with an operating system (OS) out of the box.  You need to provide your 
own SD Card of at least 8GB (32 GB is the most economical size these days) and download the 
OS from the Raspberry Pi Foundation. Raspberry Pi OS is the official OS for all models of 
Raspberry Pi, although several alternative OSes are available as well.  Download the Raspberry 
Pi OS to your existing PC, then image it to your SD card.  Once completed, eject the SD Card 
and insert it into the SD Card slot of the powered off Raspberry Pi.  When powered up, with 
keyboard, mouse and monitor, the Pi will guide you through the installation process. 

If this has piqued your interest, download the free Beginners Guide.  Online Raspberry Pi 
documentation is available as well. 

Down the line, I will dig a little deeper into these projects I use around my shack.  Send me or 
Ken Moak, KM8AM, the Full Quieting Editor, any suggestions or things you’d like to hear 
more about. 

If all this talk of Raspberry Pis makes you want a raspberry pie, try this link to a great recipe! I 
haven’t tried it, but it sure looks good! 

73, Ray, N8VMX 

Pie?  No, I’ll have a Raspberry Pi! 
Continued from page  24 
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Chasing Purples - FT-8 News 

Stu Holzer, K8ST and Steve Miller K8SJM 

ClubLog is a one of those tools that brings QSL logging of contacts made in Ham radio to the 
21st century. If you’re not a user of ClubLog yet, point your browser to https://clublog.org/. Sign up is 
easy, quick and free. 

Uploading your contacts to ClubLog can be setup to automatically upload after each FT-8/FT-4 contact. 
This is done via the JTAlert program by going to Settings and selecting Web Services from the menu. 
Under the Web Services sub menu is Online Logbooks. Here you’ll see listed a number of Online log-
books that JTAlert can upload to. In the ClubLog.org section, check the Enable checkbox, enter your 
call sign and your ClubLog password along with your login email address. 

On the Home page of ClubLog.org are a number of tools displayed down the left side that can be used 
against your logged records. Under the Your Log section is DXCC Chart. This page will show you by 
country and by band the contacts that have been uploaded into ClubLog. There’s a query tool on this 
page to filter your log in many ways. Below is just the top section. 

Below this section is 
all the current DXCC 
countries. It shows 
you which you have 
worked, which are 
confirmed. You can 
click on a W 
(Worked), C 
(Confirmed) or V (Verified) and 
see the date and time of the con-
tacts that have been logged for that 
country and band. 

There are so many tools that can 
be used on this page to scrutinize 
your log that can’t possibly be covered here. Under the League tables section is a DXCC League menu. 
Did you know that BARC has a DXCC league here? Select from the Club dropdown Bellbrook Amateur 
Radio Club to see what your fellow BARC members have logged to ClubLog.org. 

If you’re new into the FT8 world and not on ClubLog yet, we would highly suggested you sign up and 
start uploading your contacts today! 

73, Stu, K8ST & Steve, K8SJM 

Getting Started with Digital Mode: FT-8 
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Special Event Stations (SESs) On The Air 

Paul Sharp, KD8OPN 

Every month I plan to include a SES certificate from one of our mem-
bers. 

This month’s is from 
Mark Crabtree, N8PEP, 
for contacting the SES 
remembering the 20th 
Anniversary of the attack 
of 9/11 on the World 
Trade Center. This cer-
tificate was signed by the 
participants. The SES ran 
for 8 hours with them 
making 1016 contacts 
from 26 countries. 

You too could be the 
lucky recipient of these certificates to wallpaper your entire house by contacting these exciting 
SES! 

Here is my pick of the litter of SES that I think will be of interest to my fellow BARC mem-
bers. BARC has Veterans, history buffs, and we all use wi-fi and GPS: 

 

 11/09/2021 | Hedy Lamarr Day 2021, Nov 9-Nov 10, 1700Z-0100Z, N9H. The Incredible Mind Be-
hind Secure Wi-Fi, GPS, frequency hopping and Bluetooth. https://www.roc-ham.net/ 

 Nov 10-Nov 20, 1200Z-2330Z.  The 158th Anniversary of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address on 7.185 
14.288 3.830 18.155. www.qrz.com/db/w1g 

 11/17/2021 1500Z-2359Z, NRA's 150th Birthday Party operating on 21.3325, 14.250, 14.040, and 
7.250..https://www.w7yrc.org/nrabirthday/ 

73, Paul Sharp, KD8OPN 

Here are some links you can follow to find many SESs that suit your interest: 
 http://www.arrl.org/special_events/search/page:1/model:Event 
 https://rsgb.org/main/operating/licensing-novs-visitors/special-event-stations/ 
 https://www.qsl.net/va3rj/spevents_dx.html 
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‘Unclassified’ Ads 

Ken Moak, KM8AM 

This area is for BARC member personal wants and for sales 

(Ham Radio Related Only) 

This is a MEMBER-Driven section 

Members listing estates for Silent Keys (SKs) where the funds go to the family 
are allowed. 

This page is not available for “Estate Sale Resellers” for personal profit 

There are many other avenues for this type of seller 

Please send your info to the link above AND include a picture if you have one 

73, Ken, KM8AM 
937-408-6672 (c) 

For sale: 
ICOM 718, LDG AT-100 Pro II 
(external tuner for the 718), and Heil 
microphone, stand, and hand switch. 

$250 takes all three.  

Have original manual and schematic 
for the radio. 

Works well. Jim, KD8APT 
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My Story: New BARC Member Spotlight 
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Current BARC Member Interviews 

John Westerkamp, W8LRJ 

 

I guess I am a ‘tweener. I’m not a new member, but I have 
only had my license and been a BARC member since 2018. 
I have always been interested in radio ever since I was a 
young boy helping my dad build a Heathkit shortwave radio 
when I was about 7 years old. 

Both of my parents went to the University of Dayton and I 
was actually born at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Dayton, OH, 
in 1957. We moved to Steubenville, OH, when I was very 
young and then to the suburbs of Chicago when I was in 3rd 
grade. My radio interest continued when I received a shortwave radio for my birthday in 8th grade. Fig-
uring out how to put a long wire antenna on it and tune in remote stations was a lot of fun. I always won-
dered what that dah-dit-dah-dit dah-dah-dit-dah was that I kept hearing! 

I left Chicago for the University of Dayton in 1976, then Purdue University in 1980, and completed my 
Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering in 1985. I returned to U.D. on the faculty of Electrical Engineering 
where I stayed for 17 years before moving to part-time teaching at Wright State and consulting. Being in 
the classroom was one of the most rewarding and fun parts of my career. 

I got my Extra Class license a month after my Technician and General Class li-
censes in 2018. I chose the Vanity callsign, W8LRJ, after my wife and two chil-
dren, Lori, Rachel, and Jacob (the bulldog is named Frankie). I found BARC soon 
after, when I did a web search and discovered that they had a Field Day Event. I 
had a great time and got to play on HF radio for the first time. Everybody at the 
club was very welcoming and I thank Paul Sharp, KD8OPN, for coming right up 
and introducing himself at the first meeting I attended. After that, I was hooked on 
BARC! 

In 2020, I became the Treasurer of BARC follow-
ing in Paul’s footsteps. Along with my Treasurer duties, I also run the 
Education Program including Skills Night and License Classes. I am also 
responsible for all the computer hardware at the repeater site for both 
BARC and Greene County ARES including the BARC Allstar and 
WIRES-X nodes and the GCARES Winlink node. Along with Wynn 
Rollert, W6CDR, I put together two Dayton area Winlink nodes 
W6CDR-10 (one is straight Packet and one is VARA). 

I am also an avid digital voice operator and the Net Control Station for 
the Greene County DMR Net. FT-8 is one of my favorite HF modes and 
I have Worked-All-States (WAS) and DXCC awards in that mode. I 
have a mesh node at my home that I enjoy playing with, too. I also vol-
unteer with the Beavercreek Township Fire Department Auxiliary for 
On-Scene support at fires and Auxiliary Communications. 

In my spare time, I brew beer and watch the stars at night. Both very rewarding 
hobbies along with ham radio. 

 73, John, W8LRJ 
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Misc BARC Info 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED NETS 

Daily (Sunday through Saturday) 1030, 1615 and 1845 
Ohio Single Sideband Net (OSSBN) Primary: 3972.5 KHz 
LSB Alternates: 3968 & 7272 KHz LSB 

Sundays 1900 Newcomers & Elmers Net (Cincinnati) 
146.670 (-) (123.0 PL) Sundays 2000 BARC Weekly Net 
147.045 (+) (no PL) [Alt = 443.675] 

Sundays 2100 Miami Co. Voice & Data Net (Data Net fol-
lows Voice Net) 145.230 (-) (no PL) 

Winlink Tuesdays GCARESWinlink Net Any time on 
Tuesdays Eastern Time Send To: W8LRJ, Cc: KE8FMJ 
W8GCA-10 445.010 (S), W6CDR-10 145.010 (S) 

Tuesdays 1900 Dayton Veterans Admin Amateur Radio 
Club Net (W8DVA) 443.850 + 107.2 pl 

Tuesdays 1915 Ohio ARES HF Net W8SGT Net Control at 
OEMA HQ Primary: 3902 KHz LSB (+/- QRM) Alternate: 
7240 KHz LSB (+/- QRM) 

Tuesdays 1945 Ohio Digital Emergency Net Primary: 
3584.5 KHz USB (1500 WF) Alternate: 7072 KHz USB  

Tuesdays 2000 MoCoARES Weekly Net 146.640 (-) (123.0 
Hz PL) (Except—No Net on last Tuesday of even months 
(MoCoARES meeting) (Except—On 2nd Tuesday: Voice 
and Data Net on 444.250 (+) (123.0 PL) 

Tuesdays 2030 Greene County DMR Net Primary: 
444.875+, Color Code 13 

Tuesdays 2100 GCARES Net (Voice & Data) 146.910 (-)
(no PL) [Alt = 442.725] 

Ohio Winlink Wednesdays OH ARES Winlink Net Any 
time on Wednesdays Eastern Time Send To: K8EAF, Cc: 
W8LRJ, KE8FMJ W8GCA-10 445.010 (S), W6CDR-10 
145.010 (S) 

Wednesdays 2000 Ohio District 3 ARES Net (West Central 
Ohio Regional Net) Primary: 145.110 (-) ( 67.0 PL) Alter-
nate: 146.820 (-) ( 77.0 PL) 

Wednesdays 2000 Beginners Net (Dayton Area) 444.875 
(+) (94.8 PL)  

ZOOM-Basic Setup & Configuration  

Here’s a link to the Zoom Video Tutorials: Zoom how-to video 
tutorials – Zoom Help Center  

Also see: "Join a Meeting" and the "Joining & Configuring Au-
dio & Video" tutorials for new users. Send questions or problems 
to John, W8LRJ ASAP but BEFORE the next meeting.  

BARC Fundraising Opportunities  

Kroger’s Rewards Program Please use your Kroger Card when 
shopping at Kroger’s and support BARC. If you haven't signed 
up and need help, bring your Kroger Card to the next BARC 
meeting, and we’ll help you get registered (contact the Treas-
urer). 

AmazonSmile Rewards Program BARC is registered in there-
wards program:AmazonSmile. Charitable and non-profit organi-
zations receive 0.5% of total purchase price (small but it adds up 
over time). A web page of basic Q&A info on the AmazonSmile 
program is available at: http://smile.amazon.com/about/
ref=smi_se_ft_abt_saas When you sign up for AmazonSmile, 
simply select Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club as your preferred 
charity when prompted. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for BARC members (and family and friends) to support 
BARC, at no cost to you, every time you shop at Amazon. Just 
log in to Amazon like you usually do and you’ll be asked if you 
want to use AmazonSmile. Just click YES and you’re ready to 
shop. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection & convenient shopping experi-
ence as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to BARC. So, be sure to 
register for BARC in AmazonSmile the next time you shop at 
Amazon and then select the AmazonSmile option. 

ARRL Discounted Membership Offer One of the 
benefits of Club membership is the opportunity to become an 
ARRL member at a discounted price. BARC is an ARRL affili-
ated club and receives a commission for new first-time ARRL 
memberships transacted through the Club. BARC passes on this 
commission (discount) as a club membership benefit to promote 
ARRL membership. BARC members currently receive a $15 
discount on a NEW first year ARRL membership cost when 
placed through the Club. Please contact BARC Treasurer for 
details  
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Free QSL Graphics Help Offer 

George Sucich, KE8SNS 

As a new member of the BARC club, don't have much to offer. But, maybe I can provide a ser-
vice for club members. 

Have been a serious photographer since the middle 70's, doing weddings and assorted work. I 
went to work for the Olan Mills Church Division and after 16 years, I had photographed half a 
million people. 

Upon retiring, I studied digital imaging and manipulation via Photoshop. It is a continuous 
process. Among the skills learned was graphics inserted on photos. 

I am also a member of 
the Focus Photo Club 
where we perfect our 
photography.  

One idea is to attend a 
BARC hamfest and 
photograph interested, 
individual hams oper-
ating their rigs. Then, 
put the call letters and 
other data on the im-
age. Can also custom 
design the back of the 
card with the usual 
information. 

Also, if a member has 
a creative idea, we could work something 
out. 

This service would cost you nothing, as I 
work for free. Additional copies beyond 10, 
would be handled by a print shop.  

If this idea appeals to anyone, contact me at 
gas0244@aol.com with your ideas. 

I could photograph the entire membership 
when there is a meeting where the most 
members would show up. I can paste myself in later.  

 

        73, George, KE8SNS 


