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SIMPLE UNCOMPLICATED
WORDING ADDED

* An "electronic wireless communications device" does not

* include a two-way radio transmitter or receiver used by a
person

* who is licensed by the federal communications commission
to

* participate in the amateur radio service.
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H.B. 283

As Passed by the House 134th General
Assembly Regular Session Sub. H. B. No.
283 2021-2022 Representatives Abrames,
Lampton Cosponsors: Representatives
Jones, Ginter, Carruthers, John, Holmes,
Ray, Pavliga, Richardson, Lanese, Carfagna,
LaRe, Leland, Galonski, Miller, A., Bird, Hall,
Johnson, Miller, K., Sheehy, Sobecki, Troy,
White, Young, T.




Driving

continued from Al

As of Dec. 26, there were
31 fatal distracted driving
crashes in Ohio last year
and 260 that involved seri-
ous injuries, according to
the OSHP’s distracted driv
ing dashboard. Interstate 75
had the most distracted driv
ing-related crashes in Ohio
last year, with 165. Interstate
71 was second, with 139.

A Dayton Daily News inves-
tigation in December found
2022 was on track to become
the deadliest in recent years
for traffic fatalities and dis-
tracted driving in Ohio. Mont-
gomery and its seven sur-
rounding counties had at
least 32,752 traffic crashes
resulting in 172 deaths, of
which 1,541 were blamed on
distracted driving — as were
eight of the deaths, accord
ing to Ohio Department of
Public Sdfety statistics.

“It is our hope through this
legislation that we can stop
(distracted drivers) before
they crash and injure them
selves and others,” Jones
said.

Under the law, police must
observe drivers using a hand-
held electronic device to
pull them over. They can-
not search devices for evi-
dence of recent use without
a warrant or if the driver
allows them to

The new law will go into
effect in 90 days. For the
first six months, offenders
will get off with warnings
while the state conducts a
massive public education
campaign. After that, police
will be able to issue citations.
A first offense will include

penalties of up to $150 and
two points on the person’s
license unless they complete
a distracted driving safety
course. Repeat offenders can
face more serious penalties.

Other law changes

The legislation DeW-
ine signed Tuesday, which
received bipartisan sup
port in the House and Sen
ate, makes a host of other
changes to Ohio law.

1t will let inmates earn
more time off prison sen
tences and make it easier to
keep some criminal records
out of the public eye. It will
also decriminalize fentanyl
test strips, make strangula-
tion a separate offense, out-
law fertility fraud by doc
tors, and mandate age-ap-
propriate education about
child sexual abuse preven
tion in schools, among other
changes

state lawmakers also
included a provision to throw
out the statute of limitations
for attempted aggravated
murder. The bill’s sponsor
has said that change is in
response to a recent Ohio
supreme Court ruling that
the timeline for charging
defendants with this crime
runs out six years after it
was committed

DeWine also has signed a
separate bill that creates the
felony offense of swatting
when someone knowingly
reports a false emergency
that prompts response by
law enforcement, such as
a kidnapping, school shoot-
ing or other violent crimes.

Staff writer Jim Gaines
and the Assoclated Press
contributed to this report
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WHAT IS ALLOWED, BANNED AND EXEMPT?

m Holding a cellphone to your ear is allowed, but
staring at a handheld phone is not.

& Drivers are allowed“one (finger) swipe”on a screen,
such as answering a call

® Using an online map or navigation device Is fine so
long as it's mounted on the dash or on the conscle —
not held in the hand

m Police, other first responders and utllity workers are
exempt.

B Two-way radios used by the Amateur Radlo Service,
AKA“ham radio” are exempt

WHAT CAN AND CAN'T POLICEDO?

m Police can stop drivers just forusinga handheld
electronic device.

W They have to actually see the driver using It.

m Officers can't search an electronic device for
evidence of recent use unless they have a warrant, or
the driver allows them to do 5O

m Police agencies will have to track and report raclal
data on everyone they stop for a distracted-driving
violation

HOW WILL PEOPLEKNOW?

m Drivers will have to sign a statement on the new law
when they get or renew their licenses

| Driver education classes and questions on license
exams will cover the standards

B Signs on some highways and at the state line will
warn drivers of the new law

= The state plans to conducta public information
campaign before the law goes Into full force.

® For the law's first six months In effect, police can
only give written wamings to violators, allowing time
for people to learn and adjust to the new rules
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COUPLE OF
THOUGHTS

Keep a copy of your license in your
vehicle

Don’t taunt
Get on the Radio!!!

We got this bill thru, use the
frequencies!!




Click icon to add picture

BARC

What an impressive club so much
activity
Newsletter is first class

Thank you for your attention, an
honor to be here
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