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• Always interested in radio and have always been a SWL

• Extra Class Operator and BARC Member since April 2018

• Bachelor of Electrical Engineering from University of Dayton

• Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from Purdue University

• Specialized in Digital Signal Processing/Communications

• Electrical Engineering Faculty at U.D. for 17 years

• Computers and Networking for 10 years

• Retired and enjoying a great hobby

• LRJ stands for Lori, Rachel, and Jacob (wife and two kids)

• Nephew is Jordan Westerkamp, football player University of Nebraska

JOHN WESTERKAMP, W8LRJ
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• FCC used to require a logbook at each station (not any longer); however, the FCC
may request information about a contact

• Transmitting on 60m with other than a dipole requires a log of your power settings

• Now mostly local software and on-line

• Personal satisfaction to track your progress

• Record of previous contacts when calling or being called by a station

• Avoid duplicate calls (especially in contests)

• Award applications (DXCC, WAS, etc.)
 DXCC (DX Century Club, 100 DX Contacts)
 WAS (Worked All States)
 WAC (Worked All Continents)
 CQ (Worked All CQ Zones)

• Focus today on logging voice contacts (FT8 another day!)

PURPOSES FOR LOGGING
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LOGGING PROCESS

Make an HF Contact
Log to Local PC

(logging software)

Log to Logbook
of the World

Log to ClubLog

Log to QRZ, eQSL, 
etc.

Your Shack

Internet

• Ideally, the Internet logging is done automatically by
your logging software on your PC.

• You may have to trigger the upload manually, however.
• Internet logging is optional, but important.
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• N3FJP Amateur Contact Log (BARC uses N3FJP for logging and contesting; 
free for first 30 contacts, only $60 for entire suite)

• N1MM+ is very popular for contesters (free)

• DXKeeper (part of DX Lab Suite and free)

• CQ Log 

• Log4OM

• MacLogger DX (obviously for the Mac)

• Note that some logs are for Contesting and some have regular contact 
logging components.

LOCAL PC LOGGING SOFTWARE
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• Logbook of the World (LoTW) is the standard, especially for awards
 Account creation process is somewhat involved
 Requires downloading and installing software and using a callsign certificate
 Allows you to track your award progress
 After creating an account, upload your log (.adi file)

• ClubLog is great for tracking DX and is also used by BARC for our 
cutthroat, highly competitive DXCC League
 Create an account at clublog.org
 Upload your log (.adi file)
 Send email to Paul Sharp, WS8R, to add you to the league
 Use DX Cluster to spot any DX entities you still need

• QRZ is at qrz.com (good if you pay for qrz.com membership)
• eQSL is another site that some hams use for awards

INTERNET LOGGING SITES
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• Logbook of the World (LoTW) is the main logging system for amateur 
radio and a source of awards (DXCC, WAS, etc)

• All contacts are verified and automatically matched with the other QSO 
station for an official QSL

• Requires an account at LoTW and that you are a licensed amateur

• Requires you to download and install TQSL software to upload contacts 
(runs on Windows, MacOS, and Linux)

• Requires that you verify your address and install a callsign certificate

LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD
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• Quick Start TQSL (arrl.org)

ACTIVATING TQSL
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http://www.arrl.org/quick-start-tqsl


TQSL SETUP

• Select Callsign Certificate
• Next select Request New Callsign Certificate
• Fill in the form and submit
• For radio amateurs in the USA, callsign

authentication is done with a postcard that is 
mailed to the address in the FCC database.

• If this address is not current, please visit 
the FCC ULS website and update your 
address information.

• The postcard will direct you to a special 
LoTW web page (URL is on the postcard) and 
enter an eight digit code from the postcard 
after which the TQ6 file will be e-mailed to 
the user.
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http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls


• At this point you have received an e-mail from LoTW with your TQ6 
file. This e-mail also contains your username (your callsign) and a 
password to log into the LoTW userpage. This information is in the lower 
portion of the text in the e-mail message.

• These instructions will show you how to load the TQ6 file and more 
importantly how to save the certificate. The TQ6 file by itself is not your 
complete certificate so please be sure to use the instructions to load and 
save your certificate.

• Once the callsign certificate is installed in TQSL, you need to create a 
Station Location. The station location contains all of the geographic 
information for your operation. This includes ITU and CQ zones, grid 
square, US State and county, and IOTA number if you operated from an 
IOTA island.

TQSL SETUP (CON’T)
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USING N3FJP FOR LOGGING

• Download Amateur Contact Log (ACL)
from n3fjp.com and install.

• Run ACL and type in your settings 
(callsign, gridsquare, state, etc.).

• Type in a callsign you want to work
or have just worked and hit Tab.

• If you connect ACL with QRZ.com, 
it automatically fills in the info.

• If you connect ACL to your rig, it
automatically fills in the frequency
and mode information.

• After the QSO, click Log Contact or
hit Enter.

• Use eLogs to log the QSO to any
Internet logging site.

• Need to set this up first.
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CALLBOOK SETUP
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• If you pay for QRZ lookups, you can enter the information under Callbook.
• There are also other free callbooks you can use by selecting them

under Callbook.



SETUP LOTW IN ACL

• Along left-hand side, enter your LoTW
username and password.

• Enter the Station Location (must match
an entry in TQSL).

• Click Browse to find and enter the TQSL 
software path.

• You can check the Enable Real-Time Upload
box if you want automatic uploads to LoTW.

• This procedure is typical for almost all
Internet logging software using LoTW.

• ClubLog setup only requires your
username and password.

• QRZ setup requires a special key that is
generated when you pay for an account.
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CLUBLOG AND QRZ

14



RIG CONTROL
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• Select Rig
• Select COM Port
• Select Baud Rate
• Click Test
• If box shows current

rig frequency, click 
Done.

• If not, may have to 
play with Rig settings.

• You can Save Settings
on the left and keep 
separate settings for 
each rig you own.



DX SPOTTING
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• Click Telnet Host
• Enter dxspots.com
• Enter 23 for Telnet port
• Use your callsign for Telnet Login
• Be sure to click Enable DX Spotting.
• Other settings as desired.



DX SPOTTING (CON’T)
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• Check settings for your application as desired.


