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Orville and Wilbur Wright were the sons of a 
clergyman and his wife in Dayton, Ohio. When they 
were young, their father bought them a small toy 
helicopter powered by a rubber band. After it 
eventually broke, Orville and Wilbur decided to build 
their own version.

The brothers developed their mechanical skills by 
operating a bicycle repair shop and running a printing 
business, using various motors and mechanical tools. 
While many inventors were experimenting with flying 
machines during the late 19th century, the Wright 
brothers stood out because they focused on 
developing a way to control flight, eventually patenting 
their method.

After extensive experimentation with wing structures, motor control, propellers, and various 
mechanical systems, the brothers left Dayton, Ohio, for Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, to test their 
aircraft in the consistently windy conditions along the coast. On December 17, 1903, with Orville at 
the controls, their flying machine flew 120 feet in 12 seconds. Two additional flights that day 
covered 175 and 200 feet, reaching an altitude of 10 feet.

The Dayton area is home to several sites maintained by the National Park Service in honor of the 
pioneers of manned flight. The Wright Memorial overlooks Wright­Patterson Air Force Base 
(WPAFB), one of the largest USAF bases in the country. The National Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
is located just a mile west of the memorial. The original flying field, also part of the National Park, 
lies at the end of the base runway.

The Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club (BARC), with the call sign W8DGN, celebrated 50 
years on the air in 2024. This milestone marks the club's enduring presence since its 
founding in response to the devastating Xenia tornado of 1974. The BARC clubhouse 
is located a few miles south of WPAFB.

Over the years, BARC has grown into a prominent community organization involved 
in public service, emergency communications, and educational programs.
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